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ar) are all of us, 1 doubt not, fa ne 
- Obſervation and Knowledge of the 
State of Religion, ſufficiently apprized, 
8 how much more there is of Form and 
Fuſbion, than of the true Senſe and vital Spirit of 
it amongſt, its Profeſſors. 
Tou will permit me therefore to expreſs my 
X Widh, at leaſt, that our Thoughts and Endeavours 
+ were to be more and more attentively and purpoſely 
directed to this one point, namely, of bringing the 
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Pegple committed to our Charge to be wal ſtead 
of only nominal Chifiſtians. "This, T have for my 
own part been long ſenſible, is not to be done or 
effected by what 4s uſually produced, once by the 
Week, from our Pulpits; without the Addition 
(eſpecially with reſpect to the younger Part of our 

dts), of ſome frequent perſonal Addreſſes, and 


familiar Conferences, on the main Articles öf our 


holy Religion: For promoting which End, I here- 
with take the Liberty of offering to your Peruſal 
and Conſideration a Method of Inſtruction, which 
from Experience I have found ſerviceable to a 


Nuraber of Catethuthens under thy Care: Not 


that I would by any means be underſtood, as if I 


intended hereby to ſuperſede or exclude the Uſe of 


that excellent Summary of Doctrines and Precepts, 
which our Church hath ordered and preſcribed to 
batMght Candidates for Confirmation —MyDeſign 
is} my to recotninend to Myſelf and Fallbw-La- 


bourers, for advancing the common Cauſe in which 


we are embarked, every additional and concurrent 
Help that can be thought of or contrived for an- 


"Fettihg the one great Etid of var ſacred Obliga- 
_ "tions; —the taking Forms and"Diſtruments, which 
many profeſſed Chriftians are but too apt to reſt in, 
I productive of the real Life and Subſtancr of RRELI- 
low: und this, you will readily think with me, 


is not to be had or hoped for without the true 


- Knowledge of it. Hence it is, I am willing to per- 
ſuade myſelf, that we of the Miniſtry are not under 
. _ that confitied Obligation, as ſome may be apt to 
imagine, of indiſpenfibly requiring, much leſs of 


abiding 
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abiding only by a literal, verbal Recital of thoſe 
Forms, which now every School-Dame is capable 
of teaching the Members of her young Seminary. 
What is ſet to be got as a Taſk, under the Penalty 
of Correction, will be delivered as a Taſk; in 
which the remembring and repeating the Words, 
we all too well know, is for the moſt part the Scho- 
lar's principal, if not ſole Care. I am ſenſible in- 
deed what may be, and often is ſuppoſed; that what 
is thus at firſt barely committed to Memory, with- 
out Meaning or Sentiment, will afterward, as it is 
intended, be of uſe to the growing Intelle& of the 
Learner, as he advances in Years: But how far 
ſhort this deſirable Effect is found of anſwering 
this Suppoſition, I may appeal to our Experience, 
who'have the Examination of the Qualifications'of 
the Candidates of different Ages that offer for 
Confirmation; of thoſe eſpecially who have been 
educated altogether in Country- Schools. How 
difficult it is for us, my Brethren, you very well 
know, to prevail on ſome, that are gone forth'to 
Trade, or to work in Huſbandry Affairs, to pro- 
duce that cuſtomary and ſlender Evidence of their 
fitneſs for Confirmation, a Repetition of the Cate- 
chiſm in their Mother-Tongue ;—and much more ſo, 
to extract any Tokens of their Apprehenſion of 
the Senſe of what they can and do repeat It is 
true, they are to come to us to be inſtructed z but 
alas! how ſmall a Portion of Time is uſually ap- 
propriated and ſet apart for this neceſſary Work — 
Chiefly owing, I would ſuppoſe, to the Backward- 
_ nels of the Diſciple in paying, rather than of the - 
B 2 Teacher 
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Teacher in giving his Attendance ;. inſomuch that 
the Times for Inſtrufing, Examining and Certify- 
ing do, I fear, in many Inſtances, nearly coincide. — 


Happy ſurely it is for the Church, that none can 
regularly be admitted to Chriſtian Communion 
before they have been Conſrmed; and happier ſtill, 
that none can be admitted to Confirmation, but 
whoſe Qualifications for it, are expre/sly and ſæve- 
rally certified to the Ordinary from under their 


Paſtor's Hand !- This Law of our Conſtitution 


we cannot enough value and be thankful for; for- 


aſmuch as it gives us the beſt Opportunity we can 
_ deſire, ' and the only one we can command, for 
the Benefit-and Advantage of perſonal Conference, 


whereby to lay a Foundation of Knowledge in the 
Minds of Baptized Chriſtians ;—the lack of which 


ſubſiſts in many adult People throughout their 


whole Lives, as by melancholy Experience we 
find at the Cloſe of them; when they are generally 


willing and deſirous enough to Confer and Conſult 
with their Miniſter about Religion and a Future 


State; though till then they had been ſhy of en- 
tering into Converſation with him on ſuch kind of 


Topics. — Hence it is, methinks, we ſhould be for 
encouraging the Acceſs of the younger Part of our 
Flocks to us, beyond and oftener than the Times 


fixed for Confirmation ; eſpecially, ſince our Biſhop 
hath ſo frequently and ſo earneſtly exhorted us, to 
a more than ordinary Regard to bis very Point of 
Duty; and has moreover ſignified his Readineſs to 


hold Confirmations at any Time and Place through- 


out the Year; whenever he ſhall be certified of a 
moderate. 


PRE PAC E. 3 
moderate Number ſufficiently qualified for it.— 
This Part of our Duty diligently, and lor 
and conſtantly, inſtead of occaſionally proſecuted, 
would, I am perſuaded, greatly help to remove a 
Reflection and Reproach that are often, I hope not 
always juſtly, caſt on the Eſtabliſhed Church ; 
namely, That Confirmation is little better or other 
de than a Superſtitious, infignificant Ceremony, 
« which Children are often admitted to at an Age, 
«or in ſuch a State of Ignorance, as to be utterly 
« unable to evidence any competent ſerious Senſe of 
« what they are about to do.“ Whether there be 
Foundation for ſuch a Charge or not, it ſtands us 
in ſtead to do all that in us lies, within the Com- 
paſs of probable Means, to prevent all Occaſion for 
it; by making the Youth of our ſeveral reſpective 
Deparments, the principal Objects 5 our Miniſte- 
= Care, 

Sermons and Expoſitions in Public, J cannot bur 

be ready to allow, have their Obligations and De- 
mands upon us, as well as their great Uſe to many 
that partake of them: But O] that we had not 
too much Reaſon to ſay, to how many are they of 
little or no Uſe at all! — and that purely for want 
of early Document in the firſt Principles, and the 
very Terms and Phraſes in which thoſe Principles 
are fer forth and expreſſed. — This, if done to pur- 
poſe, muſt, I will be bold to ſay, be done in ſuch 
a familiar, eaſy, confabulatory Way, as in a mixed, 
public Congregation, few of us. would chooſe to de- 
ſcend to, and indeed few of the berter informed 
Part of our Audience would have Patience to at- 
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tend or Inclination to accept. If in the room. of 
what is called more. Manly Inſtructions, this Me- 
thod of Child. Teaching was to take any conſider- 
able Place in your public Adminiſtrations; and 
Which, 1 am at the ſame time aware, if it was to 
be exerciſed elſewhere, to that degree of Frequency 
and Attention which I am here propoſing to my- 
ſelf and Brethren, ſome might poſſibly object to the 
additional Burden this would bring upon the Clergy, 
by the Portion of Time and Pains it would call for. 
Time and Pains, I muſt own, it will require, to 
form the volatile Minds of Youth to a ſerious In- 
clination to attend any religious Conference we may 
invite them to ;—and ſtill more, to find out and 
ſuit our Expreſſions and manner of Addreſs, to their 
defective Apprehenſions and: Capacities : This, I 
ſay, will confeſſedly require Time and Pains to go 
through: - How much or how little of each it is 
our Duty and in our Power to beſtow on this 
Work, the Senſe we have of the Importance of it 
muſt.determine..l would only here juſt aſk, What 
human Science or worldly Art is there to be learnt, 
or taught, without thoſe Requiſites? Is Navigation, 
Mathematics, Book-keeping, or even any common 
mechanic Trade, compaſſed by Reading or Hearing 
a Diſcourſe once a-Week, or now and then an Ex- 
poſitory Lecture, or by committing a few Rules to 
Memory, upon them? No; we are all ſufficiently 
, that in order to acquire any ſignificant or 
competent Knowledge and Skill in each or any of 
theſe, (ſome few extraordinary Geniuſes excepted) 
there muſt be Direction upon Direction, Queſ- 


tions, 


P-RB BAGE e 
tions, e Compariſons, and Deſcsipe. ? 


tions, almoſt without, end zr ay after Date Hour 
alter Hour, — for Years together zr in frequent er. 
ſenal Conference. : — and no. Pains ſpared to giye, he 
Learner a right Notion and Comprehenſion,of what; 

he intends, and deſires to be Maſter of, And wir 
muſt it. be in the School: of Cuklsr, if the, Candi- 
dates for his Kingdom would: grow; up to be als. 


true Diſciples. and Followers; and. be; able to. give, 


an: Anſwer to any one, or to. ſuch. Perſon, at leaſt 
whoſe proper Office it is, that aſks a. Reaſon.of tha 

Hope ibat is in them :==Unleſs. it may be ſuppoſed, 
which I think cannot well be, that the CyuzisTianN 
RRLIOIox is that Science which can. be attained. by 
young People without the like Application to their 
dawning Reaſon, that is neceffary and conſtantly 
uſed to inſtruct them in any other Profeſſion, pro- 
fitable to their preſent State. — Or if after all it 
ſhould be ſaid, This is the proper Buſineſs of 
School- Maſters, and not of the Parochial Clergy, as 
ſuch: I would anſwer, it were well if that Pro- 
priety was found univerſally to take Place; and 
chat all who are capable of this kind of Inſtitution, 
did always make it one eſſential Part of their Em- 
ployment, to ground the Youth, whoſe Education 
is entruſted. to them, in the Fundamental Principles 
of our holy Religion. A cuſtomary Rotation of 
hearing the Calechiſin repeated mæmoriter, for Form- 
fake, and to ſave Appearances, few or none, I be- 
eve, that preſide in the Diſcipline of Youth, can 
be charged with the Omiſſion of. But how Few, 


alas ! are there think we of Theſe, who ſpare any 
B4 conſiderable 
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conifiletdble Portion of Time, in tryi ng the Sentl- 
ments and Notions of their Scholars, in Matters of 
religious Concernment, though confeſſedly of all 
other Learning the higheſt and moſt intereſting ? 
Indeed, we may aſk further, how few even of Pa- 
rent themſelves, at the Time of committing their 
Children to the Care of a Maſter, addreſs him with 
this or ſuch like Injunction or Requeſt, « What- 
* ever Knowledge or Science you engage or under- 
take to impart to the Mind of the young Perſon 


* here entruſt to your Care and Management, 
fail not, I beſeech and conjure you, to let the 


«6 grounding : him well in the Principles of Reli- 


gion have the Arſt Place, in Preference to all the 
c reſt; and encouraging him often to come to you 
« with ſome ſuch like e as this, Sir, What 
« muſt I do to be Saved? — This, my Brethren, I 
apprehend, is a Taſk LY expedient and deſirable 
ſoever to be exerciſed by all School-Teachers) which 
ſeems to be left to the Clergy to perform to any 
Purpoſes of real Edification; or elſe how comes 
it, we may here aſk, that ſo few if any of the Cate- 
chumens, when they firſt offer themſelves to us-to 

be preſented for Confirmation, appear ſo ſcantily fur- 
niſhed with any determinate Sentiments about the 
Signification or Meaning of what they verbally: re- 
cee from the Church Catechiſmm 

This, if it be more eminently (whether au 
or not) our Province to teach, as 1 hope we all 
think it is, let us heartily ſet ourſelves to the Diſ- 
charge of it, in the Parochial Diſtricts of our Iſle; 
| where, for want of Nies and other good Books 


in 
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in the Mot her- Tongue of the Country, (excepting 
an Expoſition of the Catechiſm'in Manks and Engliſh, 
which our late Worthy and Right Reverend Dio- 
ceſan helped us to; and for which, and many other 
Inſtances of his Fatherly Care, we never can be 
thankful enough, or revere his Memory too much) 
the Youth of our numerous Flocks, without our 
more than ordinary Labour and Attendance in the 
Work of perſonal Inſtruction, muſt inevitably be 
ſunk in Darkneſs and Ignorance with reſpect to 
religious Principles; and be left to tread on me- 
chanically in the Track of thoſe external Forms and 
Cuſtoms, the ſuperſtitious Obſervance of which, we 
have too much occaſion to fear, conſtitutes the 
Religion of ſome profeſſed Chriſtians, 

Although I would be far from pretending or 
even appearing to take upon me to Diate to my 
Worthy and Reverend Brethren, much leſs to ac- 
cuſe them of any Neglect of their reſpective Duties, 
who am very conſcious of the need I have to be 
. reminded of my own : Yet apprehending This 
which I have been treating of, to be one of the 
moſt /ignificant and uſeful we the "Miniſters of 
CuR1sT can be engaged in, and the light or cur- 
ſory Attention to it the greateſt poſſible Impedi- 
ment to the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of our holy Func- 
tion, I have taken the Liberty to expreſs my ar- 
dent Wiſhes, that, agreeably to our Right Reverend 
Dioceſan's repeated affectionate Charges, we might 
concur in a zealous Concern for exerting our dili- 

nt Pains in the Execution of this Part of our 
Office, namely, of inſtilling juſt Sentiments and 

1 IR clear 
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 dear-Nations- of Religion inta the Minds. af ſuch 
dacile. Xouth of. our ſeveral Flocks, as we can pre- 
vail upon to attend upon us for that purpaſe: — In 
which, I pray Gon to aſſiſt us all —and, that when 
we come to be called to give an Account. of our- 
ſelves and Services to the great Sn EUER D and 
Bisnor of Souls, we and all that have been under 
our Care may. be received among the Number of 
thoſe, whoſe Proficiency in and by our Labours 

Hall not have. been in vain in ibe Log, | 


I am, 
| My dear and Reverend Brethren, 
Your faithful and affelionate 


Fellow-Servant in CHRIS T, 


'CLERICUS MONENSIS. 


MINISTER 


AND A 


Youns DISCIPLE of his FLock. 


Diſciple. 
LAY AM come, Si R, to deſire you will be 
pleaſed to preſent me to the Biſhop to be 
Confirmed. 
os Miniſter. To be Confirmed, in what? 
Diſc. The Religion I profeſs, 
Min. What is that? 
Diſc. The Chriſtian Religion. 
Min. Of what Age are you? 
Diſc. Sixteen years. | 
Min. Can you ſay your Catechiſm? 
Diſc. I could once; but doubt, I can now hardly 
anſwer 


12. be 1488 Gti 


aver lo porfeatly as I have done pero": "On 
which Account, I was ſomewhat afraid and aſhamed 
to apply to you ; being told that you would ex- 
pect a literal and exact Repetition of the very 
Words of the Catechiſm. 

Min. That I ſhall not abſolutely inſiſt on; for 
though it would be very. well if you. could. give 
them me, yet I ſhall look upon it as anſwering the 
Ends of what our Church requires, if you can 
produce Evidence to my Satisfaction, of your un- 
derſtanding the Doctrines and Duties ſet forth and 
- Inſerted in our Liturgy. 8 Fg 
Diſc. That, 1 hope, T ſhall be able to do, 17 you 
will pleaſe to examine me. 

Min. Firſt then, let me aſk you when it was that 
you became entitled to the Name of Chriſtian ? 

Dife. It was, as I have been told, at the Time of 
my Baptiſm, which was adminiſtered to me ſoon af- 
ter I was born. 

Min. As you was not then capable of knowing 
the Meaning of that Religion, which you was de- 
dicated to by the Office of Baptiſm, [of which 
more in its Place by and by] or of the Obligations 
it laid you under; it is fit, before you make open 
Profeſſion of that Religion, and are admitted to be 
a complete Member of the Chriſtian Church, that 
now you are come to Years of Diſcretion, you 
ſhould give ſome Teſtimony of your Qualifications 
for it; and here then, I next think proper to aſk 
you, by what other Name or Deſignation is the 
Chriſtian Religion commonly known and diftin- 
? in N 12. NET L 3150; . SUS 1437 N 
. Diſc. By 
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Diſc. By chat of the CovenanT.of Grace. 

Min. Why is it called a Covenant of Grace ? 

_ Diſe. Becauſe on Gov's Part, what he engages 
for or agrees to is matter of mere Bounty or Fa- 
vour; for Grace, I am told, ſignifies Favour. , 
| Min. What are principally the gracious Offers 
on Goy's Part in this Covenant? | 

Diſc. ParDon of Sin, the Aſſiſtance of the Hour 
Srigir, and the GieT of ETERNAL Lars, 

Min. What are the Conditions or Obligations on 


Man's Part, whereby he will become entitled to 


theſe Favours? WY 
Diſc. REPENTANCE, FaiTa, and L. — 
Min. What mean you by that Repentance which 
the Religion you profeſs obliges you toꝰ 
Diſc. Such a Sorrow for and Renunciation of all 
known Sins, as will produce a ſincere Deſire and 
an hearty Endeavour to aveid and forſake i it. 
Min. What by Faith ? Wb 
- Diſc. A firm Belief of and ſtedfaſt Reliance on 


has Gop hath revealed concerning his Mercy to- 


ward repenting Sinners. 1055 a 
Ain. Where is this Covenant to be found! 3 
Diſc. In the Recergs long ſince received for the 

Revelation of God's Will in the holy Scriptures. 
Min. Where ure the principal Articles of a Chriſ- 

tian's Faith ſummed up and collected ogether 1 


Diſc. In what is commonly alted the the Apoſtle's 
Creed. | 


Min. Can and will you let me hear you repeat 


"ME: 
Diſc. I Believe,” Sc. ; 
Welk A. 


— 
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Min. Wilen is to us Chriſtians the moſt nner 
of all the forecited Articles? 

Dic. The Coming and Death of the Sow of Gap 
in our Fleſh to redeem Mankind. 

Min. Which, amongſt the reſt there referred to, 
contains the greateſt and moſt inconteſtible Proo vof 
of our Saviour's divine Min? 

Dit. His RefurreBtion from the Dead. 

Min. What is the next greateſt, after he was 
x gone up into Heaven? 

Die. His ſending down the Hol v GO upon 
the Apoſtles according to his Promiſe. 

Min. What Effect did this produce? 

Diſt. The miraculouſly © ſpreading the Go ofpel 
amongſt People of different Countries, in Lan- 

Suages peculiar to each of them. 


Min. In What part of Scripture do you read of 
this wonderful Event? 


Diſc. In the ſecond , Chapter, of the 445. of the 


"Apoſtles, 


—— 


Min. What m mean you by the. zhird Condition on 
Man's Part in the Goſpel-Covenant, which you 


_ ſaid was Obedience? 


- Diſc. The following and obſerving all thoſe Rules 
of. Life. and Manners which we learn to "* the Will 
of Gop. 


Min. "Whence are theſe to be learnt ? 

Di/c. From the holy Scriptures, eſpecially i in the 
twentieth Chapter of Exodus, commonly called the 
Ten Commandments, or 'Mog ar Law ;—which 
our Saviour CuR1sT came not 10 deſtroy or ſet 
aſide, but to improve and fulfil. 

Ong | Min. 


ed. n ww * 0 tgp” A ? * \ Ne 
* * 


- Wim. As theſe Ten Commandments are recitetl 
in the Church Catechiſm, I hops 70 <an Topeat 
| then! all!? 

Dic. I dare not depend on my Meniory fer fay - 
ing them Word for Word; and if I attempt fc 
and fhould fail, I fear, it would confound and ball 

me in the further Progreſs of my Examination. 


Min. Do you think you” can ive me the Senſe 
of each? , 


Diſc. That, with God's and your Leave, I will 


endeavour to do. 
Min. What do you apprehend is forbidden by 
Ine Firft Commandment ? | 
Diſc. To acknowledge any more Gor? «than Ore 
Min. What by the Serond? San 
Diſc. The making any Pitkure or "Image to pay 
divine Honour to it. 
Min. By what one Word is thi called or dig 
fed? 
Diſc. Lolarry; — chat is to ſay, Triage Warſip. 
Min. What is forbidden by the'Third? 
Diſc. Swearing falſly, or calling Gop to witneſs 
an Untruth, commonly called Perjary or lightly, 
called Profanation, or common Swearing, 
Min. What is enjoined in the Fourth Command 
ment? 
Dic. The keeping one Day in ſeven, as s a Day 
of holy Reſt. 
Min, Why do Chriſtians obſerve the firſt inſtead 
- of the ſeventh Day of the Week ? * 
Dic. In Conformity to the Practice of the * 
ſtles 
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bid? 


files and. Primitive. Chriſtians, ag kane the fr/t 
Day in Honour of our Lo x p's Reſurrection. = 


Min. What is commanded in the Fifth? 

Diſc. To pay all due ee Honour, and Re- 
gard to our Parent. 
Min. Are any other Perſons implied, or e 
in this Duty to [our natural] Parents? 

Diſc. Les; all Governors; and others Superior 
to us by Office or 8 9 whether Spiritual or 


Temporal. 


Min. What is implied ir in or to be underſtood of 


the Sixth Commandment? 


Diſe. Not only the wilfull and unlowſull taking 


away the Life of a Fellow-Creature ;—but inten- 


tionally doing or conſenting to any Sort of Mat 


Hurt or Violence to his Perſon. 


Min. What do you EY to be contalneds in 


the Seventh? 


Di ſc. All unlawful Gratifications of the fleſbly 
Appetite; and every Sort of immodeſt Action, Word 
or Thought, that tends or leads theretto. 
Min, What does the TO Commandment for- 


T gene 


Diſc. The Commiſtion of any Kind of Fraud or 


 Diſhoneſty whatever, whether open or ſecret, . 


Min. What does the Ninth Commandment for- 


bid? 


Diſc. All deſignedly Faiſe and Boil-Speaking to 


or concerning our Neighbour. | 


Min. What is in general meant or nde by 
the Tenth Commandment? 


Diſc. The keeping a due Guard and Reſtraint 
upon 
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upon our Deſires of doing or having, what is not 
fit or lawful for us. 

Min. Are you able of yourſelf and by your own 
natural Strength and Ability, to obſerve and do all 
theſe Things that are commanded you? 

' Diſc. No; not without the divine Afiſtance, 
Min. How are you to obtain this? 


#1 


Min. From what Scriptures have you Encou- 
ragement to hope for the Favour of the divine Aid, 


upon praying for it ? 

Diſc. From ſundry ; but particularly from Luke 
Xi. 13.— F ye then being Evil know how to give 
good Gifts unto your Children, how much more ſhall 
your 'beavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that 
aſe bim? 

Min. Where do you learn how, and for what 
elſe C hriſtians may properly pray ? 

Diſc. From thoſe Directions contained in that 
Form of Words, called the Lox D's PRA VER; 


namely, that which CHRIS taught his Diſciples in * 


Matt. vi. 9. where he ſays, After this manner pray 
ye : Our Father, &c, 

Min. When to conſtant and fervent Prayer for 
Help, you have added your beſt Endeavours to do 


your Duty, and to keep all the Commandments, do 
you think you ſhall be thereby intitled to a Reward; 


namely, the Reward of Eternal Life ? 
Diſc. 1 vo ſo, 


Hr I ind, you * to want an In- 


C ftrufor 1 


Diſc. By frequent and earneſt Prayer to God for 


is  YAGCaterbetical Conference. 
ſtruders and therefore I ſhall now invert the man- 
ner of our proceeding in this Conference, by giving 
w Anſwer to ſuch of gur Queſtions, as you ſhall 
think necellary. to propaſe to me; and which 1 
would deſire and encourage you to do, in order to 
your better Information. J hus far, you have given 
me a good Account of the Principles of your Re- 
ligion ; till you come to the Point of meritorious 
Obedience, which you ſeem to have a miſtaken 
Notion of by the laſt Anſwer you made; where 
you lay, “ you hope to be 2ntitled to the Reward, 
e even of Eternal Life, on Account of uling your 
&« beſt Endeavours to be gord;” — by which, I un- 
derſtand you. to mean, the keeping or TG 
the Mon ar Law. 
Diſc. If I am wrong in this Notion, it may pol- 
Gbly be owing to my having heard my Maſter or 
Parent call me good Boy,” when I have ſaid my 
Catechiſm well, as I have often done heretofore ; = 
and, to their having alſo frequently told me, that, 
« if I was but good, 1 ſhould go to Heaven: How: 
then could I but ſuppoſe that if I uſed my beſt Eu- 
deavours to be good, I might hope to be rewarded? 
Min. In the firſt Place, I doubt, there are few 
or none of us all can be ſaid to have done our beſt 
Endeavours, and therefore can have no Title to any 
Reward ; nor even if we have done what ſome call 
their beſt, ſhall we be ſo free from all Mixture of 
ſinful Defects, as to deſerve to be rewarded * 
Eternal Life. 
Diſc. If not on our own good Works, (which if 
we are zcalous and diligent in performing, 1 ap-. 
* F prehended, 
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prehended, we ſhould in zo wiſe loſe our Reward) 
on what elſe may we ſafely found our Expectation 
and Belief of a future happy State? 

Min. On what you ſome little while ſince de- 
clared; though you have ſo ſoon forgot it; namely, 
$6, the free Bounty or Grace of Gop.” 

Dic. Will you be pleaſed more fully to explain 
this to me, that I may fix it ſtrongly on my 
Mind ? | 

Ain. 1 will; and deſire you will attend to it. 
We are too corrupt by Nature,—and too ſinful by 

Practice, to be intitled to any Reward ; for even 
at the beſt, as the Scripture. ſpeaks, © we are Un- 
te -orofitable ;”* that is to ſay, unmeriting Servants : 
But God, in his infinite Mercy, has thought fit to 
declare his Acceptance of the voluntary, meritorious 
Sufferings of Cur1sT, inſtead of thoſe due to our 
Sins ; provided we truly Repent of them, and rely 
on this main Doctrine of the 8 for Pardon 
and Eternal Life, 

Diſc. Henceforward, I will endeavour to be as 
good as I can; but will depend wholly on the Mercy 
of Gop through Carisr for my Acceptance. = 
This, I preſume, from what I have heard from 
you, I may look upon as the true Chriſtian Doctrine 
of Salvation, 

Min, You may indeed : i—And, as I juſt now ob- 
ſerved, you had learnt as much at the beginning 
of your Catechiſm ; though not only young People, 
but even thoſe of riper Years, are too apt to loſe 
Sight of this prime, eſſential Article of our Reli- 
Sion, and to e into an Opinion of the Value 

& Ms of 
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of their own Righteouſneſs; and to form a Conceit 
of their Goodneſs ; becauſe perhaps they are, or may 
fancy themſe] ves to be, better than their Neigh- 
bours. 

Di ſc. I am \ thus far ſatisfied z add hope I ſhall 
never forget what you have taught, or rather re- 
minded me of, on this head. —. But beſides this 
Faith in Cur1sT, and the moral Rules of Life and 
Behaviour contained in what hath been above ex- 
plained ; now give me Leave to aſk, whether there 
are not ſtill ſome Queſtions behind, in our Church 
Catechiſm, that I ſhould be required to give An- 
ſwers to, in regard to what, as I remember, are 
there called Sacraments ? 

Min. Very true ; I ſhall therefore proceed to in- 
quire what you know of theſe? And firſt, what 
mean you by a SACRAMENT, in the Senſe, if not 
in the Words of the Church Catechiſm ? 

\ Diſc. I think, ſo far as I can recolle& of the 
Senſe of what I have been uſed to recite from 
thence, that a Sacrament is a ſolemn Rite, inſtituted 
and ordained by Car1sT, as a Token and a Pledge, 
as well as Memorial of all the Benefits of his Death 
to every true Believer. | 

Min. How many of theſe Sacraments hath 
CHRIST ordained ? : 

Diſc. Two; Oy; BAPTISM * the Lon p's 
SUPPER. 

Min. What do you underſtand is meant or de- 
ſigned by the firſt, namely, that of Baptiſm ? 

Diſc. That ſuch Perſons as were to be admitted 
Members of CnrisT's Church, and intitled to the 

Benefits 
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Benefits of his Death, ſhould, after due Inſtruction, 
comply with the outward Form of being dipped 
into, or waſhed with Water, in the Name of the 
HoLy TziniTY; as an Emblem. or Token of being 
inwardly cleanſed, and riſen or recovered to a Lay 
Life of Gop in CnRIST. tit 1 

Min. You do not imagine, 2 that Water 
can cleanſe or 'waſh away the Guilt of Sin? -/. + 

Diſc. No; by what I have learnt nothing will do 
this but the Blood of W which was ſhed for 
that PurpoſGꝙGG. 

Min. Though it be certain, as you ſeem to be 
very ſenſible, that the mere outward Waſbing with 
Water will not fave us; - yet we muſt not 
that it is, however, a poſitively. enjoined Rite or 
Ceremony of initiating ſuch! as partake of it into 
the Chriſtian Covenant: Wherein is ſignified and 
underſtood an Offer on Gop's Part, of Pardon 
and ſanfifying. Grace through CRIST H; and on 
ours, the Obligation and Neceſſity of being renewed 
in the Spirit of our Minds by Repentance from dead 
Works, and the Anſwer of a good Conſcience toward 
'Gop, and of thenceforth walking before him in 
Newneſ5,of Life. From which Account of Bar- 
TIM, though the external Part is not to be neglect- 
ed, ſince it appears that the Spiritual Senſe is prin- 
cipally to be regarded, I am here naturally led to 
aſle you, as the Church in her Catechiſm has done, 
„Ho then are Infants capable of receiving this 
Sacrament, and entering into Covenant with 
46 G0; 295 

Diſc. Although they are not capable of knowing 


3 Or 
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or exprefling any Senſe of the Obligations on thets 
Part, at the Time of their Baptiſm z yet as I hade 
heard, that the Primitive Church looking upon In- 
fants under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, to be as fit 
Subjects of Covenant with God, as were thoſe under 
the Jewiſh, I ſuppoſe the Church hath ever ſince, 
for the ſame Reaſon, and by the Example of for- 
mer Ages, thought od? to retain png Wen this 
Rite of rant Bap. \ 
Min. How hath our Church dculzhtiproperics 
| ſupply the [capacity of Infants to anſwer for them 
ſelves in the Covenant of Baptiſm Þ+. 1 7 whey 
Diſc. By ordering or appointing;''that Suretits or 
Sponſors, commonly called Godfathers and Gedino. 
thers, ſhould make the Promiſes in the Childrens 
Name; or rather as I conceive it to be underſtood, 
ſhould engage to remind and call upon the Children 
whoſe Baptiſmal Dedication they had been Wir- 
neſſes to, to Ratiſy and Confirm all the Obligations 
incumbent upon them as Chriſtians; ſo ſoon as they 
ſhould be grown up to Years of Diſcretion; and 
were able to underſtand the Meaning of them. 
Min. Do not you apprehend, that the natural 
Duty of Parents would be ſufficient for this Pur- 
poſe; namely, of anſwering for their own Children? 
Diſc. 1 ſuppoſe not; as the Church hath not 
thought it ſufficient; or at leaſt hath judged this 
additional Security of Sponſors, in caſe of the Death 
or Neglect of Parents, a very Friendly and Chriſtian 
Office for one Family or Perſon to engage in, in 
Behalf or in the Service of another. g 
Kn. Your Sureties having been mindful of hat 
Part 


Part of their Promiſe, wherein they engaged to 
call upon you to make Application, as you have 
already done to me, in order to be Confirmed ; 


which the Church requires you ſhould be, before 


you offer to partake of the higheſt Ordinance, the 
Sacrament of the Lon b's Supper ; 1 think it now 
the ptoper Tittie arid Pfate to adviſe and recoti- 
mend ir to you, fince you ſeem to be already ap- 
priſed of its being your Duty to take upon you 
your Baptiſmat Vow, to acquaint yourſelf well wi 
the Office appointed to be uſed for that Purpoſe ; 
in order that your Part in it may be performed 
with a ſerious Senſe of what you are about, when 
you publicly profeſs and declare with your b 
Mouth the Obligations you are under, by the Co- 
venant made and entered into at your Baptiſm. 
And be ſure not to fail of giving devout Attention 
to the Prayers that will be then offered up to Hea- 
ven in your Behalf, and of pronouncing an audi 
ble, hearty Amen, at the Cloſe of each of them. 
Thus if you come prepared for, and behave ac. 
cordingly in performing your Part in the Office of 


Confirmation, you may with good Reaſon expect 
and depend on having the Divine Grace of and y 


Bleſſings and Holy Spixir, conferred upon you“. 
„ will take Care, Six, with God's Leave, 
to obſerve your Directions: — Without which, 1 
am now very ſenſible, no Benefit can be expected 
Wh, ue 8 05 _from 


66 This Pane to 1 performed with great 1 
10 8 And'NonE ought to be admitted to it but ſach 4 as 
« are fit to be, upon the next Occaſion, admitted to the Holy 


© Sacrament,” Biſhop BurneT's Expoſition, &c. 
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from partaking of the mere outward Form of Cons 
firmation ; and ſo much the more Reaſon till, I 
think, there is for me, and all Candidates that of- 
fer themſelves for Admiſſion. to this Inſtitution, to 
be very ſerious about and well equainted with the 
Nature of it 3 foraſmuch as it is, I underſtand, a 
Preparatory Requiſite to being admitted ta the 
higheh Ordinance of the Church, the Loxp's Sup- 
: Of which Ordinance I am now, therefore, 
Uefirous of giving you the beſt Account I can, 
from what I have learnt in my Catechiſm z and 
alſo of receiving from you ſuch further Informa- 
tion and Inſtruction, as you ſhall think proper or 

neceſſary to impart to me on that Subject. 
Min. It is true; by the Appointment of our 
Church, every Baptized Chriſtian is to take ſome 
Opportunity, if any ſuch offers, to be Confirmed, 
before he is admitted to partake of the Lokp's 
Supper; as you will find at the Cloſe of the Office 
for Confirmation, when you come to peruſe it.— 
And I dare ſay you will think it very fit and expe- 
dient, that before any are allowed to become com- 
plete Members of the Chriſtian Community, they 
ſhould give ſome public Teſtimony of their being 
Chriſtian Believers : and it is moreover fit, for your 
own Sake, as well as that of your Fellow-Chriſ- 
tians, that you ſhould be acquainted with the Na- 
ture of that boly Ordinance, before you join in the 
Participation of it.—Give me Leave, therefore, to 
aſk you, What Notion you have of this holy Ritz 

of Sacramental COMMUNION ? 

Diſe. The Form and Matter as well as Deſign of 
this 
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this Inſtitution, (though, I am not now quite ſo 
complete Maſter of the very Wards in my Cate- 
chiſm, as I was. when at School) cannot well miſs 
of apprehending to conſiſt 17 eating. Bread and | 
drinking Wine, religiouſly, ſet apart, to, remind us 
of the divine Mercy in Caz1sr's giving his Life a 
Ranſom for Sinners ; and of which theſe conſecrat- 
ed Elements are alſo received as a Taten and Pleage 
of our Unjon with CRI and each. other. —BL 
as I have ſomewhere read or heard, from St Paul's 
Epiſtles, that this Rite was intended to be a 
ing forth the Death of Cukisr, and which was to 
be done alſo in a worthy Manner; I ſhould be glad 
to have your Sentiments about theſe 10 Pardeu- 
lars; namely, the propereſt Place and beſt Qualifi- 
cations; for Chriſtians to celebrate this Feaſt, wherein 
they are ſolemnly to declare, ſhew forth, and wor- 
thily to commemorate the propitiatory Saales of 
the Son of Gop,, _ Ry 

Min. The Place, in my Opinion! proper for ce- 
lebrating the Feaſt of the Logv's Supper, is chat 
ſacred Houſe, which, is appointed and purpoſely de- 
dicated for Chriſtians to aſſemble together, for 
joining in public Offices of divine Worſhip:— And 
this, bel, from the Nature of the Thing itſelf; 
as it is the hig beſt and moſt ſolemn Ordinance of 
our Religion: And, ſecondly, as it is a Commu nion 
of Fellow-Chriſtians, ſignifying their common Faith, 
and their Chriſtian Love and Charity toward each 
other; and therefore fitteſt for general Aſſemblies, 
where the moſt are gathered together, in honour: of 
our common Lord and SAVIOUR z and laſtly, from 

gf on: | 
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th the Example of = che Apoſtles thernſelyes, who, after 
_ Cnnsr was rifen and aſcerided' up to Heaven, par” 
Jook; of chis Fealt\ of his Supper, when they 2 
3 bled elbe on the firſt Day ef | the Meet for re- 
Ii; jous Pi ſes, as we read in , xx. 2. 1 
* *Diſe. But is it not alfo hf, ang expedient t6 
celebrare che bade iti private Hiuſes kc 
un. Although (according to my. Apprehenflon) 
Were ts no Mention 6t Notice in Scripture of any 
ſuch ordifiary Cuſtom or Appointment =; yet, in I 
Comp aſſion to ſuch devout and godly Chriſtians, 
is have been aua Freqhemters of this Ordinance in 
Public, when Health and Opportunity would per- 
mit; our Church hath. thought fit to prepare, and 
et forth à Service for private Communion, to be ad- 
miniſtered under certain Reſtrictions, to ſick Perſons 
at Homie,: who are deſirous of it, as being unable 
to cöthply with the Miniſter's Exbortation to receive 
it elſewhere: (as may be ſeen by the Ditections 
Eo on the, Office of the Communion of the 
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pies Die. a., gy hat a are thoſe Reflections you 
or refer ? ne gi 

1 1 10 the firſt Place, it Tally ſeems to be 
there 
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des Some eminent Critics' PR of. TE that Breaking 


Brad, mentioned in the ſecond of Ade, has no Relation to the 
Logy' 5 Supper, any more than the ſame Words uſed in Luke 
xxiy, 35. Caſaubon, Grotius, Nosſius, Limberg, Whitby.—And 
if it could be ſuppoſed to mean Sactamental Breaking of Bread 
in private Howes; we are to remember that Times of Perſecu- 
tion might beſpeale the Neceſſity of this ſort of Celebration, or 
keeping of that Feaſt, which the Church in theſe latter Days of 
its Eſtabliſhment hath not to plead for'ſo doing. 


4 G CRD. 
there ſuppoſed, that the Sick Perſon who defires td 
receive the Cotnmunion at his Cor her] own Del 
ling; is ſuch as would probably have complied with 
the Invitation to have partaken of it th Church, if 
he [or ſhe} had been able. Secondly'y/ it is or- 
dered, that timely Notice ſhall be given to the Mi- 
niſter of ſuch the dict Perſon's Deſire; that he may 
not be ' hurried - into an irreverent and indecent Per- 
formance of ſo ſolemn and ſacred u Part of his 
"Office; as would unhappily be che Cuſe, if either 
the Perſon he was called to adthiniſter to, or the 
Place he was to do it in, n — found in uunt 
Condition for it. e 2647 07. eee 1 
And further, that there Ain be Tro A at 
teaft, indiſpenſibly provided, tb partake with the 
Sick Perſon beſides the Miniſter; de ei of cke 
Sickneſs being Contagious only excepted. 
{*"Djſe. Does the Church any where direct what is 
tc be done, where" Totne' of the above Recjuilitts 
to be wanting? Dot non 100 10 
Min. Les; the Winter is 68 Righify to thi Sick 
f pen that his lor her] Ditenrion, will be accepted | 
to the ſame Effect, as if with" reſpeck wo his for 
ber] Part, it was actually cothplied” with. See 
the Directions, &C. beginning, © 6 Bay . a Man 
, Ne, N.. Nes af. N 
4 Dog But are not Miniſters Ban Kippbied 
to be left at theit Pleaſure and Diſcretion to diſpenſe 
"witli ſome” or other of the ſaid Referiftions, you 
have mettioned? | qo as regs or IS 
4 A. 1 ro not; any abt confiſtently with 
their 


heir Obligations; and which, Candour and Ne 
rity ſhould incline us to ſuppoſe; they do. 
Diſc. I ſhall trouble you no further on this Head 
of private Communion, unleſs to aſk, what you 
would infer from that wh you have m ſaid 
upon it? 
Min. The dude which our Church ſpeaks | in the 
Orders prefixed to the Office of private Commu- 
nion; namely, That Chriſtians, conſidering the 
4% Uncertainty. of Life, that they might thereby 
e always be in better readineſs to die, whenever it 
% ſhall pleaſe Gop to call them, ſhould be dili- 
| « gently exhorted to the often receiving the Holy 
„ Communion, when it ſhall be publicly admi- 
ee niſtered in the Church; that ſo doing, in Caſe 
10 of ſudden Viſitation, they may have leſs * to 
« be Diſquieted for the lack of it 
Diſc. I next, Six, deſire to learn, 9 
ph nary from the Scriptures, and the Doctrine 
of our Church founded thereon, are the requiſite 
.. Qualifications for the due and worthy Performance 
jof this religious Duty of commemorating C Anis 's 
Death according to his Inſtitution ? 
„Min. What have you 1 1 learnt from your 
Catechiſm ? © 
' Diſc. In as few Words as I can expreſs i it, to the 
: beſt of my Remembrance, it is there required of 
every one that would be a worthy Receiver of the 
holy. Communion, to have a truly penitent, We. 
E Temper of Mind. 
Min. You might have added thankful ; but you 
| probably 
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{oor ene that naturally clades: in the | 


— Truly, Gen: 1 mould think, chat any . 
who firmly believes in the Pardon of his Sins upon 
his Repentance, through the Mercy of Gop in 
Cunts, will not need much Perſuaſion to be 
thankful for ſo great a Benefit. And now, Sir, if 
it would not be deemed a needleſs or blameable Cu- 
| rioſity in me, I would fain know, whether the fore- 
going Qualifications are requiſite to the worthy re- 
ceiving the Sacrament only? 

Min. Since you are pleaſed to aſk me the Queſ: 
tion, (and I ſee no fort of Harm in. it) I ſhall be 
free to anſwer it by referring you to the Senſe you 
ſhall think conformable to the following G | 
upon conſulting them ; namely, 

Isatan I. 15 —20. When, &c. 
PRroverss XV. 29. The Lord, &c. 
ProverBs XX VIII. 9. He that, &c. 

Jon III. 18. He that, &c. 

Joan III. 36. He that, &c. 
Acrs X. 43. To bim, &c. 

PROVERBS. XV. 8. The Sacrifice, &c. 

ProverBs XXI. 27. The Sacrifice, &c. 
Luxe XXIV. 47. That Repentance, &c. 
Lok x XI. 4. Forgive, &c. 

Marx XI. 25, 26. When, &c. 

1 Jonx V. 5. Who is, &c. 

Diſc. In the mean time, what may I ſuppoſe you 
intend I ſhould collect or obſerve from theſe Places 
of Scripture ? 

Min; That all Addreſſes or Ads of Devotion, 

either 
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either with or without the Communion, that are un- 
accompanied with Penitence, Faith, and Charity, 
being, (as they are expreſaly declared to be) abo- 
minable and hateful in the Sight of God, if Chriſ- 
tians would be conſiſtent with their . 
would think themſelves obliged to pray, as well as 
communicate with holy Hands, penitent Hearts, and 
without Wrath and Doubling ;—allowing only for 
the. more eminent degrees of Solemnity attending 
one and the other; that is, when Sacraments are 
added to Prayer, the Devotion and Faith, and the 
| Renewal of every other Chriſtian Grace and Virtue 
will, in Reaſon, be proportionably heightened ; as 
| will likewiſe the Guilt of the Sinner, who draws 
nigh to Gop in that ſacred foederal Feaſt, with an 
inconſiderate or impenitent Heart. 

Diſc. From this latter Part of your foregoing 
Obſervation, I ſuppoſe I may account for it, that 
many appear” ſo exceedingly more afraid of Receiv- 
ing, than of Praying unworthily —or ſo little, if 
at all, afraid of the latter; namely, from their 
Apprehenſion of the vaſtly diſproportioned Danger, 
between being guilty of one and the other ? 

Min. What you ſay may probably be the Caſe, 
But there is, yon muſt know, a certain Dread 
ariſing in ſome Peoples Minds, from that ſevere 
Denunciation of St Paul's, againſt unworthy Re- 
ceivers of the Lo R D's Supper. 

Diſc. Will you. be ſo good as to give me your 
Senſe of the ;Unworthineſs. the Apoſtle ſpecially 
points at and condemns? _ 

Nn. It was that of the Coriuthian Chriſtians, i in 
their 
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their celebrating the Communion. in a careleſs; un- 
thinking, irreverent Manner; by partaking of it 
as a common Meal ; without diſcerning, or con- 
ſidering the true Purport and Deſign of the Inſti- 
tution namely, that it was to be a religious and 
devout Commemoration of the Death and Sacrifice 
of CurisrT, the Redeemer of the World. 

Diſc. And now, pray Sin, next let me aſk your 
Opinion of the Damnation threatned to un 
Receivers, the Danger of which hath been fo apt 
to alarm and terrify Chriſtians in theſe latter Days, 
as you juſt now ſeemed to intimate? 

Min. I think there is no. likelihood of any Chriſ- 
tians, in theſe Days, being guilty- of that Sort of 
Irreverence againſt which the ſaid Puniſhment is de- 
nounced z namely, of haſtily ſnatching the Elements 
one before another, and that to an Exceſs of Intem- 
perance; which, by St Paul's Account, was the 
Caſe of the Corinthian Communicants : And next, 
even ſuppoſing that Chriſtians in theſe Times were 
to approach that ho FAST with the like Irre- 
verence and Unworthineſs here blamed by the Apo- 
ſtle; or, we will ſay, with an Unworthineſs of 
ſome other Sort, and the Damnation threatened 
was to be underſtood literally of Final and Eternal 
(which, it is certain, by its Senſe in the Original, 
and the evident Explanation of it by the Context, 
ſignifies only Temporal Judgment, yet) I ſay, were 
it to be underſtood to mean Miſery everlaſting, is it 
any more or other than is annexed to the Com- 
miſſion. of any other Sin unrepented of? For even 
r it in the ſtricteſt and moſt frightful Senſe, 


which 
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which it is by ſome underſtood” to be capable of 
bearing, yet, why the Sin of unwortbily Remem- 
Bering our Lok p ſhould; and that of unworthily 
Praying to him ſhould not, be excluded from the 
Benefit of Repentance; or by what Reaſon and 
Scripture, 'the Hope of Pardon is abſolutely de- 
nied to either of them, I profefs I know not....If 
you receive or communicate Unworthily, you ſhall 
be judged and condemned; — and if you pray Un- 
wort bily, that is without Nepentance, Faith, and 
Charity, you ſhall not be heard, nor forgiven.— 
But to the unſpeakable Comfort of all penitent Be- 
lievers, we are expreſsly aſſured from our Saviour 

- himſelf, Matt. xii. 31, 32.—that all Sins, yea, all 
manner of Sins are capable of Forgiveneſs ; except- 
ing that of Blaſpbeming the Holy GrosT, by af- 

ſerting that Cuxis r wrought his Miracles not by 
the Power of that Spixir, but by the Power of 

- the Devil. 

Diſc. But ' ſince, covwlchfianding this Explana- 
tion you have here given of the Nature of the Un- 
wortbineſs, and of the Puniſhment ſpoken. of by 
St Paul to the Corinthian Communicants, numbers, 
(and not a few even pious Perſons) I have heard it 
ſaid, are apt to entertain much Scruple and Feat 
about coming «unworthily to the Communion ; ow- 
ing, as ſome have thought, to the ſame Word 
which in our Bibles is tranſlated Damnation, being 
retained in the Exbortation uſed in the Com- 
munion-Office of our Liturgy ;—were it not to be 
' wiſhed, Six, that for allaying or preventing un- 

ern Fears in weak Minds, that Word was 
| altered 
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altered and expreſſed in the Text what I have 
been ſhewn it is in the Margin of that Chapter 
(1 Cor. xi.) Judgment? I ſay, for the ſake: of 
weak Minds, which Experience ſnews have been 
apt to miſcopſtrue the Word Damnation in that 
Place; and to conclude, that any degree of Un- 
worthineſs in the Receivers of the Communion, is 
attended with greater Danger to the Soul, than the 
Commiſſion of any other Sin whatever? 

Min. I ſhould more readily agree with you in 
* Wiſh, that the frightful Word you refer to, 
both in our Bible-tranſſation, and in our Communion- 
office, were altered; were it not that we find a 
proper Remedy propoſed by our Church, in that 
very Office; namely, for the ſcrupulous and fearful 
to apply to, and conſult ſome judicious ſpiritual 
Guide. For unleſs, or till that he done, (and 
which beyond queſtion would be done, without de- 
lay, to temporal Counſellors for Advice in temporal 
Affairs, eſpecially of any conſequence, where Dif- 
ficulties and Hazard of Loſs might chance to oc- 
cur) all pretence of Fear and Scrupie in this Matter 
would be in * meaſure frivolous and ae 
fiable. 

Diſc. I am really inclined to'think ſo too: — And 
therefore if any Doubis or Scruples, concerning this 
Duty of ſacramental Communion ſhould” hereafter 
ariſe in my Mind, as I have not till lately thought 
much about it, will you be ſo kind, if I apply to 
you, to favour me with your further device and | 
x PROS: | 


7 . 
* 


D | Min, 
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- Min, You ſhall be extremely welcome to all the 
Aſſiſtance in my Power to give you, on this ar 
any other Paint relating to your Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion; which it is my bounden Duty, and will be 
my Delight and Pleaſure to perform to bu. 
Dic. This kind Offer encourages me to beg yaur 
Indulgence of a few Queſtions mare at this Time 
on the Subject we have been upon. And firſt, 1 
ſhould be glad to know what you think of the ſe- 
veral Books of Devotion, that have been publiſhed 
and recommended as proper to be uſed by way of 
Nn to the worthy. N the Lok p's 
Suppar 

Mi. I believe, that though ſome Perſons may 
0 found their Account in them, there may be 
others to whom they have proved Diſcouragemenis 
rather than Helps; from a Notion, that unleſs they 
ſhould have Time to go through every Portion pre- 
ſcribed for the Veet preceding, they cannot be duly 
qualified to approach the holy Table. 

Diſc. What is it, therefore, that may be looked 


upon as the det and ſafeſt en for Receiving 
the Communion? 


Min. That which (as I aner obſerved) will fit 
us for every Sort of ſolemn and devout Addreſs to 
G0o D; namely, an hearty Renunciation of all 
known Sin, a firm Belief of the all- ſufficient Me- 
rits and Mediation of Jzsus CHa Is for its Par- 
don, and a charitable forgiving Temper toward all 
 *Mankind:— Without theſe, we are neither fit to 
Pray, fit to Live, nor fit to Die. The going 
N « through 
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through a good Method of Devotion, may con- 
tribute much to regulate our Thoughts, and 
64 keep our Spirits up to a due Pitch, yet we are 
4 not to reſt on any forced Warmth, to which we 
« may artificially and mechanically raiſe our- 
c ſelves ;—unleſs we feel a real Reformation in our 
©« Hearts and Lives, [the reſt will Profit us little, 
« but] where that is, any Method will do well; 
« and without it, nothing will avail us.” 
Diſc. But does not St Paul recommend ſomething 
to the Corinthians, whereby to prevent their coming 
unworthily to the Log D's Supper ? 
Ain. Yes ;—SELF-EXAMINATION, 

Diſc. To what particular Point does the Apoſtle 
in his Advice to the Corinthians ſeem to refer this 
Examination ? 

Min. That particular Point, which the Apoſtle 
there has in view, appears plainly to be about the 
diſtin& Purport and End of that Inſtitution of our 
Lory's; and the Examination there recommended 
is, whether Thoſe who come to partake of it are 
duly ſenſible of the true Meaning of what they are 
about to perform, fo as to be able and inclined to 
do it in a Manner and Temper ſuitable to 
Carsr's Appointment. 

Diſc. But may not ſomething more be ſuppoſed to 
be implied, as proper and neceſſary for Chriſtians 
to underſtand by this Duty of Self- Examination, 

before they come to the holy Table? 

Min. Although nothing more ſeems to be di- 
rectly intended by St Paul, in his Diſcourſe on this 
Subject, than a true Diſcernment of the Exd and 
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Def 7 of our Lokb' I Inſtitution, which the its, | 
thian Chriſtians, by their improper manner of. Be- 
haviour at it, ſhewed they had no due Notion of: 
namely, that it was to be a religious Feaſt, — a Sa- 
crifice of Love and Praiſe z- wherein, Chriſtians ex- 
preſſed their Obligations to a grateful Remembrance 
of the Death of CarasT, and of their Charity and 


- Good-will to each other: Yet foraſmuch as we 
are unworthy to apply or addreſs ourſelves to Gop 


in any religious Act whatever, without the Quali- 
fications of Repentance, Faith, and Charity; it can- 
not but ſtil] more eminently behove every Chriſtian, 
not only to underſtand and diſtinguiſh the true Mean- 
ing and Intent of this particular, Ordinance of the 


Lon p's Supper, before he comes to partake of it; 


but alſo to ſee firſt that he be ſo ſincerely ſorry for 
bis Sins, as to reſolve, by Gop's Grace, to forſake 
them; and ſecondly, that he believes and confides 
in the Promiſe of Pardon through ChRisr ; of 
which theſe appropriated Elements of Bread and 
Wine are a Token and Pledge; and thirdly, that 


he is heartily Ciſpoſed to forgive the Offences of his 


, Fellow-Creatures, committed againſt himſelf, as he 
hopes for Forgiveneſs of his own from Gon Al- 
might). 
Diſc. From 3 you have laſt ſaid, it ſhould 
ſeem as if a very ſtrict Search into our ſpiritual 
Eſtate, and ſome extraordinary Acts of private De- 
votion are very fit, if not quite neceſſary, to pre- 
cede ſo ſolemn a Renewal of our Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, as that of-partaking of this Ordinance 4 in our 
x Church. i is eſteemed to be? 


Min. 
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Min. I think ſo : But yet I would not have 700 
much Streſs laid upon the outward Form of pre- 
paring for the Sacrament, namely, of reading ſo 
many Pages; or ſaying juſt ſo many Prayers; leſt 
the Omiſſion of any Part, or the Whole of the ap- 
proved Exerciſes, through unforeſeen Hindrance, 
ſhould be miſtaken for a juſtifiable Bar or Impedi- 
ment to our attending upon a moſt comfortable 
part of Chriſtian Duty: For which, in my Opiniz 
on, an babitually pious Chriſtian Frame of Mind, 
may be looked upon as a conſtant Preparation. 

_ Diſc. Have you any other Reaſons, to think the 
Streſs abovementioned, ſome Chriſtians are apt to 
lay on theſe preparatory Forms, may be an Error? 

Min. I think I might produce feveral, but I ſhall 
only at preſent offer this; namely, becauſe it has 
been obſerved of ſome, who ſerupulouſſy make a 
Point of retiring to their private Devotions, the 
Week immediately preceding the Celebration of the 
Communion, that they do not ſeem to look upon 
themſelves equally obliged to the like Strizneſs of 
Life and Behaviour, the Week immediately fol- 
lowing ; although this, in the Reaſon of the Thing, 
ſhould appear to be full as requiſite and advanta- 
geous to the preſerving, as the other was to the 
raiſing in us a Chriſtian Frame and Temper of 
Mind: Unleſs it can be ſuppoſed, as ſurely it can- 

not, that there is more reaſon for us to be upon 

our Guard juſt before, than Juſt after we have made 
our Vows, ' 

Diſc. Are there not then fuirable Prayers and 

D $f Devotions, 
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Devotions, for the uſe of Chriſtian e 

after their partaking, as well as before ? 

Min. Certainly : - And ſuch as, I doubt 

are found happily ſerviceable to ſundry ſcrious fam: 

People: only fear (and yet would not judge un- 

charitably) that what I referred to, is often too tru? 
in fact; — that the ſcrupulous Care obſerved by 

Chriſtians the Day or Week previous to receiving 

the Lok p's Supper, is far greater than that which 

they take immediately ſubſequent to it, 

Diſc, You would not however, I ſuppoſe, have 
me underſtand, from what you have ſaid, that 
Preparations for the Receiving the holy Commu- 
nion, are uſeleſs or unneceſſary ? 

Min. Far from it.— I have already admitted the 
contrary. —Doubtleſs we cannot take too frequent 
Opportunities to examine into the State of our 
Souls, and ſettle the Account of our Spiritual Con- 
cerns :I would only caution againſt the Hazard 
of impoſing on ourſelves with a Notion, that ſuch 
occaſional Periodical Balancing our Spiritual, may 
admit ſomething of the Kind with that of clearing 
our temporal Debts; namely, the making room 
for a freſh Score... I would not ſuppoſe this directiy 
and purpoſely Meant or Intended by any ; but what 
is rather by the Inſinuation of the Evil One, im- 
perceptibly indulged in the Heart of frail Man: 
To provide againſt which but too tempting and 
dangerous Deluſion, I ſhould greatly prefer, and 

which, I believe, moſt Divines of our Church re- 
commend, an habitual Preparation; which, as I 
before have noticed, is confeſſedly requiſite to Pray 
pro- 
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Diſc. But if fo the ſadly expegienced. Frail 
of our Nature (you before obſerved) we are, as it 
is ſure we are, apt to fall from our Siedfaſtneſi, and 
relapſe into Sins we had heretofore repented of, and 
endeavoured to forſake; is not the Sacrament of 
the Logp's Supper the proper Time and Occaſion 
to bring outſelves to a freſb Recollection, and to 
retew our Repentance and our Addreſſes to Heaven 
for Pardon? 

Min. It undoubtedly is: But, if we mould be 
Faithful to our Hearts, and not truſt too much to, 
or purpoſely ſtay for this occaſional Return to Gov z 
it would methinks be adviſeable to take other Op- 
portunities for the Work of Self- Examination, as ; 
well as thoſe Preparatory to the Sacrament, for the 
Reaſons given in the Anſwer foregoing. —The Ex- 
cuſe of ſundry Engagements in and Altention to ſe- 
cular Employments, preventing the more frequent 
Intercourſe with our Souls, how plauſible ſoever it 
may ſound, and how eaſily ſoever it may ſatisfy 
the buſy Man, immerſed in the World; the Weight 
of it will beſt be known by his Opinion of it, 
when he is expecting to be called out. of it, and all 
further Opportunity for Self- Examination is about 
to ceaſe for ever, by the Approach of that Time 
when his Soul ſhall be required of him, 

Diſc. All this, Six, appears to me to be very 
true; and will readily be granted by every one, 
that allows himſelf to think cooly and deliberately 

D 4 on 
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on the comparative Difference betwixt things Spi» | 
ren and Temporal, and our preſent and everlaſting 


Intereſts: But conſidering human Nature as it is 
in its corrupt imperfect State, what from the Whole 
of this Conrex ence" you have obliged me with 
would you be pleaſed to Infer or Conclude? 
Min. It is this: Whatever may have been faid of 
the preferable Propriety, and better Security of 
habitual Preparation, yet I muſt readily own that 
the-Stated Times appointed by our Church for Sa- 
tramental Communion, and other ſolemn Acts of 
Devotion, have their great and ſignificant Uſe, as 
many Chriſtians doubtleſs can witneſs ; ſome of 
whom, poſſibly, without them, would have re- 
mained thoughtleſs and unreclaimed. - And happy 
would it be for all, if all would obey thoſe ſtated 
Calls; which in Time, by the divine Grace they 
there apply for, might enable them to become, not 
only nominal or titular but real and true, - not only 
almoſt but altogether,,-not only occaſionally but ha- 
bitually devout CHRISTIAN BELIEvERS; ſuch as, 
in a word, would be approved Members of Cyr1sT's 
Church upon Earth, and e Candidates for his 
| Kingdom in Heaven. 
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; Diſciple. | 
KFEXRAVING now, by the favour of Provi- 
H F* dence and your kind Aſſiſtance, been ad- 
mitted to ConriRMaTION of my Bape 

EW tiſmal Vow, in order to be qualified for 
the Participation of the comfortable Sacrament of 
the Lory's Supper; on which I hope to make the 
Command of my Saviour, and the Senſe I have of 
his dying Love, the ſole Rule and Motive of my 
conſtant Attendance ;—and as I am perſuaded it is 
the higheſt and moſt intereſting Ordinance of our 
holy Religion, and which I would therefore deſire 
to frequent in ſuch manner, as ſhall beſt anſwer the 
End of its Inſtitulion, and my own ſpiritual Wants, 
I ſhould think myſelf greatly obliged to you, for 
your further Advice concerning the Duty of Skrr- 
EXAMINATION 3 which you have before recom- 
mended, and which I am fully convinced is a very 
proper and neceſſary Preparation, not only for wor- 
thy partaking of divine Ordinances, but alſo for 
Living and Dying as becomes a Chriſtian, _Will 
'S | you 
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you be pleated therefore to ditect me to ſotne Mott 
and taſy Method of diſeharging this Point of Duty, 
to the beſt Advantage ? 

Miniſter. My Advice on this Head is, to take 
frequent Opportunities to read over deliberately and 
attentively, firſt, The ArxTicLts of Faith, con- 
tained in what is called the Apoſtles Creed; then 
this Explanation of the Mox Al Law (eommonly 
called the Decalogue or Ten Commandments) ſet 
forth in the Catechiſm, together with the further 
Improvement of them, contained in our Saviour's 
Sermon in the fifth, ſixth and ſeventh Chapters of 
St Matthew's Goſpel. And after ſome Pavfe for 
Recolleftion, pray earneſtly to Gop, to ſhew you, 
edberein and Bow oft you are moſt apt to offend, by 
any Inſtances of Defect in Faith or Chriſtian Obe- 
Grence ; and that he would vouchfafe to aſſiſt your 
| Reſolution, to be more watchful over your moſt 
prevalent Paſſions, and your Care to note, and avoid 
the Occaſions that have led you into a faulty Indul- 
gence of them, whereby the Steadineſs of either 
Pk been ſhaken or obſtructed ;—nothing having 


. 


c 


been found more apt to obſcure the one and abate 
the other, namely, Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtian 
Pratlice, than a flaviſh Subjection to inordinale 
Affections. ys 
I Theſe are the ſhorteſt and plaineſt Rules I can 
give you, for rendering the Duty of Self-Examina- 
tion uſeful and profitable to your Soul's Health. 
.- Diſc. The Church Catechiſm, and our Saviour's 
Sermon in St Matthew, are what I learnt and read 
at School, ſhould have thought, now I am Cow- 
| firmed, 
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firmed, you would have directed me to what is 
proper for one more advanced in knowledgs Cn = 
there not Books written and publiſhed for the Ex- 
largement of a Chriſtian's Devotion, ſuch as contaifi 
Variety of Inſtructions, with Prayers, Meditations, 
and particular Heads of Self. Examination; with Ca- 
talogues of Sins of Omitlion and Commiſſion ? 

Min. It is true, there are various forts of theſe 
Books you ſpeak. of; but as my Intention is to 
guide and lead you to a ſhort and yet ſafe way to 
Heaven, without the hazard of perplexing you with 
too many Books, eſpecially at firſt ſetting forward 
on your Journey; I mult ſill be of Opinion, that 
my Directions above given will, by Gop's Grace 
and your frequent Application and Regard to them, 
be amply ſufficient to make you w/e unto Salva- 
tion: Not precluding you, at the ſame Time, from 
the uſe of ſome well-choſen Manuals of Devotion, 
provided it be genuine Piety and not inter Curiofily 
that inclines you to them. 81 85 | 

Diſc. Will not the comparing my Life and Man- 
ners with thoſe of my Fellow-Chriſtians, be alſo 
another good way to help me to form a Judgment 
of the State of my own Soul ? 9 

Min. This may often be very hazardous and apt 
to deceive you : Of which many Inſtances might 
be given. The Precepts and Example of CHRIS r, 
are the /afe and certain Rules for you to truſt to 
and be guided by. i 

Diſc. Ought 1 not then to follow the Example 
and Endeavour to imitate the Lives and Actions of 
my Spiritual Guides ? 


Min. 


— 


— Ot Or Or ge OO A II — 
= p; 


0 46 mn 


14 * 


Mis: Doubtlel: But ſtill with the like reſtrictive 


6 wherewith even St Paul Himſelf adviſes 
bis Haaren to be Followers of bin; chat! is, ſo f, far 


as He followed Ennis. 1 


Diſe ſc. As you' ſeemed to allow there a are ſome good | 


Boote, if well-choſen, that might be ſeryiceable to a 
piouſly diſpoſed Mmd, will you t think proper to re- 


commend any fu "hich to me, eſpecially of the 'deve- 


tional Kind? 1 


Min. Before 5 1 do that ; 1100 would wiſh you wal to 
conſider what is really and ruly meant by Dx vo- 


7572 — That it has an effential Reference to the 


poſition of Mind proper to accompany our re- 
ligious, Addreſſes to Heaven ; and conſequently 


0 that reading or ſaying Prayers, and other Formula- 


ries of Worſhip, hath no ju/? Title to the Name of 
Devotion, or devout Exerciſes. They may often be 
more truly called, the 7 houghts and Devotion of 
the Mriter, than of the Perſon who uſes them.— 
At the beſt, I apprehend they are only HELrs to 
Devotion. But repeating of Prayers, I would have 
you carefully aware you miſtake not for Praying. 
You may, I fuppoſe, remember, when you was a 
little Boy; that you was taught, and have been often 
called upon to ſay your Prayers: And I may alfo 
refer you to the like Recollection, whether you were 
not generally more ſolicitous to Remember the Words 
of your Prayer, than to raile the Afections and De- 
fires of your Heart ? See that; even not you are 
grown up to be a greater Proficient in,religicus Mat- 
ters, this be not often the Caſe. _.Permit me to re- 
mind you once again, that Reading or Hearing of 

Prayers, 


4 22 Conference. 4 
= even though it ſhould be with "Attention, | 
does not neceſſarily imply Devotion. 

Diſc. Be ſo good therefore to ſet me right, by 
acquainting me ftill more preciſely, what I am to 
underſtand by Praying devouily ? 

Min. It is an earneft Application of the Soul to 
Gop i in fervent Requeſts for what we ſtand in need 
of.— So, in like manner, Addreſſes, of ſincerely 
grateful Acknowledgments to Heaven for Favours and 
Mercies promiſed or received, may be termed devout 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings. — But, if you would 
rightly underſtand wo Meaning of - devout Prayer 
and Praiſe, I would refer you to your Knowledge 
or Conception of a Criminal under Sentence of 
Death, — begging his Life of his Judge or his 
Prince z and to the. Tokens of his Acknowledg- 
ment, upon receiving his Pardon or | Reprieve. 
This you can eaſily imagine to be done, not only 
with fixed Attention, and profound Reverence, but 
alſo with a grateful Heart, thoroughly affected with 
the Subject · Matter of the Petition or Thankfulneſs.— 
Thus much, with what I ſaid before, may ſerve 
to give you a true Neven of what is meant by De- 
votion. 

Diſc. 1 am well atisbed with this Explanation 
"of a Term that I believe is but little underſtood ; 
foraſmuch as a!lentive bearing or reading of Prayers, 

4 fear, is of i//elf too often miſtaken for Devo- 
lion. And now I know with what Temper and Dif- 
Poſtion of Mind I am to pray, namely, with F- 
weng. of Depre, 1 would gladly be inſtructed about 9 
the | 


KY 
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the Matier: and Expreſſions proper for my Addreſſes 
to G. 

Mix. In my Directions on this Head, I ſhall alſo 
endeavour to be as plain as poſſible, —- You are to 
note, in the firſt Place, hat'e though in our Appli- 
cations to our Fellow- Creatures, ee or the 
Art of Perſuaſion may be lawful, and ſometimes 

requiſite for obtaining our Ends ; yet, as the infi- 
nitely wiſe and juſt Gop is not to be prevailed upon 
by rhetorical F louriſhes or elegant Speeches ; 102 
foraſmuch as we are 8 and permitted to ad- 
dreſs Him, not for the Sake of informing Him of, 
or inclining Him to relieve our Wants on account 
of our Entreaties ; but in order thereby to remind 
our ſelves of our Dependance on and Obligations to 
his Power and Goodneſs ;— both the Matter and 
Manner of our Addreſſes to the divine Being, will 
depend chiefly on the Knowledge and Senſe we have 
of our Wants and Obligations. 5 we are conſcious 
of what they are, either ſpiritual or temporal, the 
Manner of fignifying them will not be difficult, 
even to a very ordinary Capacity. 

Is a young Child ever found at a Zoſs to expreſs 
its Requeſts to a Natural Parent, or a Parent, at 
leaſt a kind Parent, to refuſe what may be proper to - 
grant, meerly on account of fome Defect in the 
Ehild's aptneſ at Expreſſion ? You will ſay, you 

think not. — So, neither will our heavenly Father 
| withhold from tis Children or Servants whatever 
they 2 aſk (with the Truſt and Humility that becomes 
Children) that is for their Good ;, though the Peti- 
tion ſhould be made even in Thought only or filent 


Wiſh.—. 
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Wiſh. And as to the Malter of our Prayers, ar 
what we may properly wiſh or pray for, you kngy 
we = happily taught and directed by our Savioug - 
himſc 
Diſe. 1 thank you for this very particular An- 
ſwer; from which I haye received Satisfac- 
tion 4—excepting that the Cloſe of it naturally leads 
me to afk further, whether I muſt be confined 
the uſe only of that Form of aur Lon p'g Prayer? 
Mig. I do not fay ſo: — You will pleaſe to gþ- 
ferve, that I ſay, Our Lok p has angbt and gi- 
reed what we may properly pray for, according $0 
that Paulern he has thought fit to ſet us; and from 
whence we readily learn, how few, and wei 
ficant Things we are to a/# of Gon; namely, 
as tend chiefly to his Glory, and our own real Com- 
fort and trueſt Happineſs in general. 


Diſc. Am I hereby to apprehend that you diſap- 
prove of long Prayers? 


Min. Yea, verily : - And for this Reaſon, becauſe 

a very lang continued Prayer is apt to pall upon 
Minds of frail Mortals, and has generally the Ap- 
pearance and Effect rather of a Diſcourſe than a 
Prayer. — But in this Article I would not chooſe to 
be too peremptory or forward in judging of the 
Devotion or Spirituality of ſome Peoples Minds. 
As theſe Inſtructions are principally deſigned for 
ſuch young, inqui/iizve Perſons as are deſirous of In- 
formation; to theſe I ſhall chooſe to recqmmend 
Frequency, rather than Length of Prayers; or, aę- 
cording to the Scriptures, to Pray always, and 
8 without ceaſing: — By which I Wort, * 


18 


Habit of Bling ; fuch as Fight Wert at 


tained, as every other Habit is, by frequent Re- 
turns to'it; in the Field, and in the Shop, in our 
Travels, and on our Beds, in our Chambers and 

Cloſets, and at our Meals; and eſpecially, and 
above all; upon entering on Affairs of Difficulty 
'and Importance in Time of Trial or Danger, or 
Suffering or Deliverance : —- There is ſcarce any 
Time or Occurrence in our Lives, wherein Matter 
and Occaſion do not offer for lifting up our Souls 
to God, and for continuing inſtant in Prayer 


But I do not know or imagine that inſtant, which 
z the ſame as importunate, does imply a long, un- 


inierrupted Addreſs; or that praying without ceaſing 
means any other than ſuch a conftant Diſpoſition to 
Prayer, as will naturally and readily be exerted in 
Jome ſort or manner on all Occaſions, 


- Di/e. But muſt not this Habit of Praying be ac- 


quired, and expreſſed by the Uſe of Words ? 
Min. Not neceſſarily: That depends much on 
che Temper and Talents of the Perſon who prays. 


For as Prayer is, in truth, nothing elſe but the 


Dafre of the Heart, Words are by no means re- 


quiſite to ſignify that Deſire to Hi who is the 


deep Searcher of it — Some cannot fo well think 
their Prayers without Liferance; and moreover, -in 
the Warmth of Devotion the Tongue will ſome- 
times in a manner be impelled to ſpeak : But how- 
ever, either way will be accepted, fo the main 
Point be ſecured, namely, the Devotion of the 
Heart; that is, the real, earneſt, fervent Defres of 
the Soul, —always preſented in the Nam and thro? 


the 
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the Mediation of CrnrisrT ;—which laſt mentioned 
Circumſtance, requiſite to attend all our Addreſſes 
to Heaven, I need not ſtay to enlarge upon, ſince 
you are now Confirmed in the Knowledge and Belief, 
that «© No one can come to God but rg: nee 
e CHRIST“ 

© Diſc. But would n eee with 
in Books of Devotion, ready prepared to our Hands, 
be adviſable to make uſe of, as we may thereby 
be helped to Propriety of Expreſſion, as well as to a 
quicker Sight and Knowledge of what we "- to 
2 | 

Min. In this too you muſt judge for e 
whether the ſending up your Requeſts to Heaven in 
other Peoples Conceptions (I ſpeak here with reſpect 
to private Prayer) will likely be more ſuitable to 
the Devotion of your Heart, than by what you are 
able to produce from your own knowledge of your 

icular Wants or Bleſſings ?*— You will pleaſe to 
remember my- Obſervation above, that the infi- 
hitely wiſe Deſcerner of the Thoughts of the Heart 
hath more regard to the Ardor and Sincerity of our 
Petitions and Praiſes, than to the Elegance of the 
Expreſſions they are clothed in. The more you get 
acquainted with the proper Matter of your Devo- 
tions, that is, with your real Neceſſi ities, and your 
real Benefits, the readier you will be both at 
Thoughts and Words ſufficiently expreſſive of your 
Meaning; inſomuch as by frequent Uſe to become 
a Proficient in the Art of Prayer, if it may be called 
an Art though I think it is more properly the 
natural Produce angl Effef of a pious Chriſtian 
E 


Temper 
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Temper of Mind ;—which the divine Ser kr vil 
not fail ordinarily. (though not perhaps as ſome may 
imagine eee 49: een 15 n - 
«A. 918 6 Ws 

Dig. Thus far I am ſatisfied mth and thank you 
for your Inſtructions concerning the Nature and 
Meaning of True Devotion, with reſpect to private 
Prayer; which, by the Grace of Gop, I ſhall en- 
* AN A eee 
0 e 


As you — ben 6 kind, to oh thus particular 
and plain in your Explanation and Directions about 
the more retired Duties of the Cloſet, I am encou- 
raged to aſk the like Favour of you, for, my In- 
formation in that of FamiLy-Devorion: That if 
ever it ſhall pleaſe Gop to permit me to have Op- 
portunity or Occaſion to diſcharge my Part in it, I 
may know: in what Manner to do it. 

Min. I am glad to find you already perſuaded, to 
think Family-Devotion is a Duty incumbent on ſuch 
whoſe Station, as Maſter or Miſtreſs, it may be to 
provide for it. For indeed, that Family where 
this finds no place, can hardly be deemed a Cbriſtian 

Family. At the ſame Time I muſt be free to own, 

; that though it be both Praficable and Obligatory, 
it is not quite ſo eaſy to point out the beſt Manner 
of complying with it, as in that we have been al- 
ready conſidering. 

Diſc. Would yo here ns the like "manner of 
addreſſing Gop in our Family, as you have before 
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NS nad; Becauſe there are in 


- Family. Devotions more Perſons| 10 be concerned 25 


than yourſelf; —_and for this Purpoſe thetefore, a 
ready-made, fixed Form of Words is, in my Opi- 
nion, the moſt adviſable: And moreover, this be- 
ing deſigned for, and in its Nature ſuppoſed to con- 
Giſt of joint Prayer, I ſhould think it expedient. in 
the firſt Place, that the Matter of Requeſt| and 
Thankſgiving, ſhould be rather in more general 
Terms, than what might be proper or allowable in 
private Addreſſes ; and next, that all wha-are to 
partake. of it may the more readily be apprized of 
what their Hearts ſhall be required to join in; other · 
wiſe, ee ee es 
Prayer, than praying. 

There is likewiſe this Advedtigg' in en 
Firm; that it will be leſs liable to the hazard of In- 
propriety or Miſtake in the Performer; which, I 
ſhould think, in an uncertain, variable Manner of 
| Addreſs, the moſt expert and ready at Expreſſion 
cannot always be Proof againſt; and which, tho 

perhaps not offenſive to the Derry, (who, as I 
before obſerved; is not extreme to mark the Words, 
ſo much as the Energy and Devotion of the Heart 
of the Speaker, yet) would probably both offend 
and confound, by interrupting the Steadineſs and the 
Attention of the Heatrs: They who think other» 
wiſe, ſhould be left toxtheir Liberty and Choice : 
As 1 eſteem-it not right in theſe uneſſential Points to 
e in our own Judgment, or ſevere * 
5 of E 2 


chit of others, Ro ray chanet # us 
I only, as you deſired, give you my Sentiment; 
leaving poſitive DeiGons/e6'thols, Wo may think 
they have better Pretenſibn to Infaltibility than * 
claimed by your Prefent Inſtrutl or.. 
Diſe, Give me how Leave to aſł you," How or 
it may be Fa to perform the _ of rn 

Devotion? 101 $103tsH-211 ni bus t ben 

Min. e and Evening, "phos; are ha | 
bim! Times wherein this Duty is generally ob- 
ſervedd in all regular Families, who deſire to begin 
and end the Day with due notice of a Oy 
and peng Providence. 

Dic. Would you then. app all thoſe Heads of 
Families "who. are ſparing of, or ſeldom or never 
practiſe this Fumily- Duty, to be ſuch as pay no Re- 
gard to the Diſpenſations of Providence f? 
Min This would be too harſh a Cenſure: For 
though there are, I fear, too many, who are Stran- 

gers to the Devotion either of the Family or Cloſet.— 

or to any other Notices of a ſuperintending Provi- 

dence; yet ſome People, I believe, far from irre- 

ligious in their Principles and Diſpaſitians, do out of 
an ill· judged, miſtaken deſire to avoid the Appear- 
ance. of Pbariſaicul Oſtentation; or from the fre- 
quent Interruptions of Bufineſs or Company, or 
other Cauſe, ſeldom or never call rheir-Domeſtics . 
to partake of Family Prayer: Whilſt- too there 
may be others who uſe it pretty conſtantly, but yet 
ſo priualely as to have it known but to few; and 
thence perhaps are ignorantly, not: to ſay injuri- 
onfly, charged with * Neglect of it. Stated 
2ad2 A Fran, 
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Prayer, in which atbers are ſuppoſed and invited; to 
join in a private Houſe, hath ſomething of that 
Sort of Salemnity in it; which ſome, eſpecially, very 
modeſt . Perſons, have not Cqurage or Reſolution 
enough to, enter upon or engage. in, though, it be 
what they approye where it is cuſtomarily done, 

Diſc. But as every Cuſtom. muſt have ſome Com- 
mencement, Do not you think it right for all pre- 

tending to, or that have any Senſe of Religion, to 
break through that falſe, blameable Modeſty, which 
withholds them from Md a moſt N 


ene 


be more range or remarkabls to crave the Bleſſing ne 
and Pratection of Go Almig biy, even in the Pre: 
ſence of Viſitors, if ſuch chance to be with us at 
the Entrance and Cloſe of the Day, than to do the 
like, before and after Meals z Or in ſhort, that to 
partake of Prayer in common, ſhould. be leſs ex- 
petted or leſs uſual than to eat and drink together i in 
common.—It-it ever be done out of Oftentation of 
more than ordinary Piety, let. that Motive in. the 
Performer be judged of between Gop and his own 
Conſcience. It is not the part of Man to judge af 
his F ellow- Creature's Heart, But! in the Nature 
the thing itſelf, _ I ſee no more Reaſon to charge it 
o ſuch Account, than the Performance of any other 
religious Act, in proper Time and Place. 
Diſc. But what if, to avoid ſuch kind of Impu- 
tation, as was before hinted, of hypocritical Shew, 
this Duty, as few or none, I believe, bur allow, it 
to be a Duty to make uſe of Family- Prayer, were 
EY to 
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to be performed apart, out of the Yiew or Hring 
of any but the proper Domeftics ? | 

"Mn. This I thought 1 had in ſome Mature an- 
ſwered, by ſaying, There appeared to be no more 
Reaſon to be ſhy of a Family-Prayer than a Family- 
Grace: Though indeed even the latter, namely, 
the ſaying Grace at Meals, in this Age of faſhion- 
able Refinement, in ſome Places and with ſome Peo- 
ple, eſpecially of the higher Rank, is /aid to be 
almoſt growing into Difuſe - not ſo much I ap- 
prehend out of Contempt, or real Diſlite to the 
Thing itſelf, as perhaps for the Reaſon before given, 
that is, for fear of the Charge of being religious 
ober- much. And in many Places, even where the 
Uſe is ſtill retained, it is too often Mattered over in 
ſuch a/tight, fovenly Manner, as hath, I verily be- 
lieve, occaſioned ſome People to wave the calling 
for it, as judging it leſs ſhocking to fall to their 
Meat without any, than with ſuch an 4 Monin No. 
tice of Gop's Gifts. 

All Addreſſes to the Derty, moſt aſſuredly, be 
they ever ſo bort, ſhould be /o pronounced, as to 
betoken an awful Reverence in the Speaker, and 
command ſome degree of it likewiſe in the Hearers, 
And this I conceive may be done, clear of any fan- 
zaſtical Drawl, or preciſe Stiffneſs ; = the Deſire of 
avoiding which, I prefume, has occaſioned even 
ſome very good Men, to contract a Habit of being 
indecently bafty. | 

Diſc. This laſt Obſervation about the irreverent 
Manner in which ſome allow themſelves to ſpeak to 
the ALMIGHTY, I have, young as I am, often ſeen 

| Occaſion 
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Occaſion” to make,” with" ſeert' Contern'; but, at 
the fame Time 'charitably imputed ir, as" you do, 
to the Deſire of ſhunning the Appearance of an 
ned Pormality, rather than to wel og 
gence, or n Ihatterition, "ey 

One Word more, ff 500 bete 5 beds d we _— 
il the Plate proper for offering vp ham 
Priyer being not yet quite dear in my Mi 
whether it had better be in 4 Rereſs from Shes 
Jöns but the refident In- dwellers, or in that Room, 
bſed for Reception of hw re M or our ny 
'Tranfketions ? on 
Min. So it be but conftantly and K gchany ol 
ferved, I think this Point not much worth a critical 
Decifion.—In many Houſes there is no Choice of 
Apartments; but if there were, to exclude all but 
your” Relatives and Servants from partaking with 
you; or to ſuppoſe Sottal- Prayer would be diſagree- 
able to them, ſhould ſeem to be no great Compliment - 
to your Gueſts, whoevet they be And therefore, 
upon the whole, 1 ſhall conclude this Article with 
declaring, that for my Part, I think Family-Wor- 
ſhip in'a retired Chamber with the Door put, is full 
28 i improper as Cloſet-Devotion with it open : The 
one it is highly fit ſhould be concealed; and the other 
not; £& And we ought, ſurely, to be as much 
aſhamed and þlufh at ſending our Family and Aſſo- 
eiates to reſt, without joint Commendations of them 
and ourſelves to the Preteftion of Heaven, as to 


be ſee or diſcovered when withdrawn for 1 50e . oy 


 Ercourle with Gob and our own Hearts. 
E 4 Diſc. 


* 


* — 


Diſe. Being thoroughly convinced of the Obli- 
gation and Advantage of Family - Prayer, in order, 
among other Reaſons, for preſerving a Senſe of Re- 
ligion in domeſtic Society; and , becauſe I would 
deſire, if it ever be my Lot to have a Family of 
my own, to diſcharge this Duty with as much Pro- 
priety and Exactneſs as poſſible, permit me to aſk, 
next to the Place and Time in general, what partir 
cular Hour of the Morning and Evening you judge 
beſt to be ſet apart for it?( 

Min. Though theſe minute Circumſtances of 
Time and Place, you appear ſo inquiſitive about, be 
not of ſuch material Importance, as to deſerve much 
Scruple or Debate; — yet as you deſire my Cons, 
you ſhall have it. 
Every Thing elſe concurring, I ſhould think, 
immediately before Breakfaſt and Supper would be as 
proper as any, if not the moſt ſo, on account of 
the Readineſs of Aſſembling, and eſpecially for 
Evening Prayer; — that Servants and Children may 
then be at liberty to go to Reſt in due Time; and 
leſt if it be deferred till the Hour of the Maſter 
and his Company's Bed-time, thoſe who may be 
probably weary with Labour, might be more diſ- 
poſed to ſſeep than to pray. — But this Point all Fa- 
milies muſt ſettle and adjuſt according as Conveni- 
ence or their own Judgment and Diſcretion ſhall 
direct. 

Diſc. I am greatly obliged to you for theſe In- 
| n relating to the Duty of Private and Fa- 
mily- Prayer; and by Gop's Grace, (for obtaining 
whereof I deſire the Aid of your Prayers) I once 

more 


A Catechetical Conference. y 
more declare it to be my Reſolution to obſerve and 
follow them with as much Care and Punctuality as 


can poſſibly be conſiſtent with the Nature of my 
Station and Circumſtances, . 


Were it not that I have already detained you ſo 
long in this Conference, I ſhould be deſirous of pro- 
ceeding to hear ſome of your like uſeful Directions 
and Advice concerning another Branch of Duty, 
namely, that of Public Worſhip ; as it is much my 
Wiſh to know how to be able to Diſcharge this as 
well as the otber acceptably and properly; I mean, 
with due Reverence and godly Fear.-Of this, how- 
ever, when you ſhall be pleaſed to afford me a freſh 
Opportunity: —In the mean Time, believe me moſt 
truly ;hankful to Gop and yourſelf for what I have 
already received from you. 


The EN D of the SECOND CONFERENCE. 
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Diſciple. 


RY the Favour of your Indulgence and 
B M Encouragement, 1 am come to receive 
Nr! your Directions and Advice concerning 
| 'the beſt or moſt proper Manner of per- 
forming the Duty of Public Worſhip ; which I am 
already convinced it is my Duty to perform, when- 
ever Health will permit, and the Appointment of 
my Superiors calls me to it. 

Miniſter. As you are, you ſay, already con- 
vinced of the Obligation to perform Public Wot- 
ſhip, I may ſpare all the Arguments generally made 
uſe of to enforce it: And ſhall proceed directly to 
what you inquire after, namely, the beſt or moſt 
proper Manner of diſcharging your Part in it : But 
firſt, let me aſk you, whether you approve and are 
quite ſatisfied with thoſe Forms, and that Way of 
Worſhip, you have been brought up and uſed to in 
the Eſtabliſhed Church? | 

Diſc. My Conformity to the Way a Worſhip 
eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Country I was born 


in, 
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in, r hitherto: been owing ety, i 
not altogether, to my having been trained tit} 
but as I am now come to Years and Capacity, and, 
by your Kindneſs, to an Opportunity of receiving 
ſome better Reaſons and Motives for continuing in 
the ſame Way, than that of mere Cuſtom or early 
Impreſſion and as one of my Age, and Station 
in the which Providence has placed me, would 
1 to enter into or uriderſtand all & 
Arguments that may be urged for or againſt. the 
Right of Sovereign Princes, or the Civil Power of 
each reſpective Kingdom or Province, to eſtabliſh , 
and appoint Forms and Rules to be obſerved by the 
ſeveral Members of the Community, I think it beſt 
to ſubmit my Judgment, in this Point, to that of 
my wiſer Superiors ; and for the preſent to ſuppoſe, 
and take it for- granted, that the Governors of any 
State may lawfully enjoin, and the Subject lawfully 
comply. with. ſuch Rules of Cburcb- Order or Diſci- 
pline, as ſhall not appear to be contrary to the expreſs 
Will and Appointment of Gop i in the holy Scriptures : 
Which, ſo far as my ſmall Acquaintance with them 
hath informed me, have given only general Directi- 
ons, that All Things be done decently—and in Order — 
and 10 Ediſication.— 1 am, however, at the ſame 
Time, deſirous of receiving from you ſome Rea- 
ſons for the greater Propriety and Edi ification, of 
ſtated Forms, for the Uſe of People aſſembled for 
the ſolemn Buſineſs of Public Worſnip, than thoſe 
variable Devotions that are offered up from Time 
to Time in ſome religious Societies, at the ill 
and Choice of the officiating Miniſter. 


Min. 
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- Min. In Anſwer to'your Inquiries then, be pleaſed 
to receive as follows, Inſtead of producing the 
Arguments uſually urged in Favour of ſtated 
Forms of Prayer, as moſt proper and expedient to 
be uſed in religious Societies aſſembled for divine 
Worſhip, I ſhall. only offer ſome Queries to your 
Conſideration, in return for thoſe you have pro- 
poſed to me. And, Firſt, 

Whether from your preſent Notion of the Apo- 
ſtle's general Directions, you apprehend a fixed, 
ſtated Form, deliberately compoſed by ſundry wiſe 
and judicious Perſons, authorized and ſet apart for 
that Purpoſe, be not moſt likely to ſecure that Or- 
der and Propriety, as may be always fit for a Na- 
tional Church to conform to, and Worſhip Gop by? 
Secondly ; Whether you believe, that ſuch diverſi- 
fied Compoſitions, as are "uttered and expreſſed at 
the Choice, and according to the Ability of every 
officiating / Miniſter, which the Hearers are not 
only to attend to, but concur with in their Hearts, 
when they make their united Supplications to Gon 
at the Throne of Grace, will probably tend more to 
the real Devotion of the People, than if they were 
previouſly apprized of | what they were to offer up 
to him. © Thirdly; If the Inhabitants of a County 
or Corporation had occaſion to afk the Favour of 
certain Grants from their Prince or Chief Ma- 
giſtrate; or being conſcious of ſome Offences or 
Inſtances of Diſobedience, which they were deſirous 
to acknowledge and aſk Pardon for; would it not 
be both fit and adviſable that the Purport of ſuch 
Wer ſhould be firſt well conſidered, and then 
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- imparted to thoſe whoſe. Lives and Fortunes might 
be jointly. copcerned in it, rather than that the 
 wobole. Matter and Style of it ſhould. be at the. ſole 
Choice: and, Diſcretion of the. Speaker 2; And. how 
much mare then would you think it fit, that we 
the ſinful Subjects of the Sovereign of the World, 
be pre-acquainted. with what, we are to aſk, or * 
called upon to ſay to the Divine MajzsTy 2... 
Fourthly;, Would you not, once more let me 
aſk you, be more likely and able to pray with the 
Spirit of Devotion, when. you. are Secure, of pray- 
ing with the Underſtanding ; as you certainly. may, 
when you have a prepared Form, which you might 
eaſily, by Examination and Inquiry, get a perfect 
FKnowledge in the Senſe and Meaning of every 
Part of; and be thereby readily able to join in it as 
your own, without the leaſt. Heſſtation or Demur z 
which, I leave you to judge whether you ſo pro- 
bably or ſo. certainly. could do, when you are to 


liſten, firſt to the Words, and, then to weigh the 


Matter and Purport of the Speaker's Prayer, to ſee 
whether you can approve, before you can: Join hear- 
tily in each Petition, as it proceeds; I ſay, join in 
Praying, not in Aſent only; for I think, I can 
aſſent to and be pleaſed with a Prayer, as a good 
one, containing ſuch Things as we may and ought 
to pray for; and yet may be certain, that during 
the whole Time it was pronouncing, or I was hear- 
ing it, I myſelf could not be properly ſaid to Pray 
a! all: Not ſo much from my own faulty Inatten- 
tion, as from an Incapacity to addreſs myſelf di- 
rect to God, with my whole Affections in every 
Petition 


Petition which che Speaker produces, whilſt I ar 
rather engaged in the Exerciſe of my Fudgment, | 
whether it be a proper Requelt than of my Devo. 
tion in actually putting it up to Heaven, What 
Party Zeal may produce from frail Mortals, even in 


their public Prayers, as well as public Diſcourſes, : 


may be allowed to fear, though what it has at an 
ime produced, I ſhall not allow myſelf to aſſert. 
This Difference, however, I fancy, you as a Mem. 
ber of our Church would make between a public 
Prayer and Sermon ; that you would rather ſubmit 
to the Hazard of being pleaſed with the Contents 
of the one, than the other, for Reaſons too obvious 
to need reciting. — Thoſe who happen to differ in 
this, (as poſſibly there are ſome who would ſooner 
take their chance of a Prayer than YO let us 
leave to the Judgment of their own Minds.—You 
ſee, with reſpect to yourſelf, I have choſen rather to 
appeal to your own Senſe or Apprehenſion of the 
Matter we are upon, than to reſtrain or confine it, 
For, I think, in ſo tender a Point as that where 
ſcience is ſo nearly concerned, there cannot be 
in. Nature any thing ſo highly improper, as to ex- 
& rational Agents to attend or join in a religious 
vice, which they heartily diſapprove. ln c 
you are, therefore, indifferent, that is, have not 
conſidered the Matter ſufficiently to form any Judg- 
ment of Preference, your Modeſty till you ſee good 
Grounds to the contrary, will probably incline you 
to think it your Duty. to partake of thoſe public 
Offices, ſer forth, and appointed by National Aut 
WW: And if after Examination (for I would have 
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„ El Ohh: 


= you take hothibig ups Truſt” wherein you are ca 


pable of judgi ng) you find not any ching (as it l i 
be hoped you | will not) that is contrary to or incon- 
ſiſtent with that Decency, Order, and Edification 
St. Paul recommends to accompany public Devo- 
tions, you will, ! doubt not, with confirmed Sa- 
tisfaZtion abide by and continue in that eſtabli ſhed 
in the Country wherein i it is your Lot to be ſettled : 
And though you thould forbear caſting any uncha- 
ritable Reproaches « or ſevere Blame on thoſe F ellow- 
Chriſtians, whoſe Education, or whoſe Judgment 
and. Conſcience lead them another Way; yet 1 fup- 
poſe you will be ready to admit, that happy is that 

onſtitution of our National Church, in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of. a moſt excellent Lrrux or, both i in 
Matter and Language, fuited to the Capacities of 
its Members of all Ranks and Degrees, who will 
be at the Pains to conſider and examine it; whilſt 
our Government is at the ſame Time ſo tender to 
ſcrupulous Minds of different Perſuaſions, as to 
tolerate their ſerving Gov in the manner they moſt 
like : In which Lenity, I believe, it may be ſaid 
and proved, that England exceeds all other States 
and Communities whatever. — And happier ſtill is 
this Branch of the Church here planted, in an uni- 
verſal Conformity and Uniformity of Worſhip 1 
it native Inhabitants; A N this, ſcarce any 

other can be ſaid to enjoy! and which may Go D 
continue and preſerve to the lateſt' A ren 

Dic. Though the In mpreſſiqns' of Edication; 2s 
Tat fiſt confeſſed to you, had the Principal, if not 
ſole Share of engaging me to the Way J am in, as, 

] believe, 
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1 believe, it has in many others of the ſame or dif- 
t Sects in Religion, to that Sort and Place of 
orſhip they frequent; yet T cannot. but think 
wytelk greatly obliged to you, for recommending 
it to me, to exerciſe my rational Inquiries War, 
what ſome are, I fear, but too apt to comply mY 
merely through Habit and Cuſtom ; without eve 
giving themſelves much Thought or Confideration 
| whether it be Ik and fit, reaſonable, or other- 
wiſe. . 
| By the Appeal you have already made to my 
Reaſon and Judgment, ſo far as they extend, I am 
at no Loſs about determining in my own Mind what 
Manner I ſhould prefer, for offering up a joint Sa- 
crifice of public Devotion, namely, in thoſe Of- 
fices, which you are pleaſed to acquaint me, have 
been deliberately and cautiouſly prepared by a Num- 
ber of judicious, pious Perſons, ſet apart and ap- 
pointed to that very Purpoſe, and who muſt be 
ſuppoſed, in the Entrance and Progreſs of ſo Tolemn 
and important a Work, to call upon, Gop for his 
gracious Guidance and Aſiftancez and which, when 
finiſhed, all who ſhould be fo diſpoſed might have 
Opportunity to examine and be perfeftly acquaint- 
ed with; by this Sort of Worſhip, Sin, I do ve- 
rily think, in anſwer to your Query, the Devotion 
of my Heart and Mind would be better ſecured, 
than by. ruſting, to the Chance of what any o. 
ciating Leader in the Aſſembly 1 might fall into, 
ſhould at his Pleaſure call upon me to join in. But, 
1 think, if 1 miſtake not, I have heard ſomething 
about the-Gift of Prayer ; which i it is s imagined by 
tee. ae. — 


* 
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forme, 2 ase Fm is apt to, Tikit and binder. 
This Notion I would willingly | have your Opinio 
of; becauſe 1 am, told, that ſome ſober, not to fa) ay 
Kalbe Chriſtians, lay much Streſs upon it. 

+ Min. If by ' Gy : is "to be wager] 975 
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or 3 godly Pertons «foul have better Claim : 


et themſelves ſeriouſly Zr 8 to the 05 
ſing a Lirbngy., ordinary Powers of Na- 
ture, di ſpenſed by the Almi ghity 9 of Every 
Ta calent, - which human Creature are poſſeſſed of in 
different degrees, are al of t them Gifts Speech, 
for Inſtance, Style, M mory, Elocution, c. Now, 
hy a Volubility or eadineſs of Expreſſ on, or 1 
commanding flow of Thoughts in Prayer, any 
more than what is found i in a Poet, © an Orator, 
Juocate or a Preacher, ſeveral of which have' been 
a wonderfully to excel i in their reſpective Pro- 
vinces, ſhould be looked upon as intitled to the 
Privilege or Character of divine Inſpiration, I know 
not ; any more than I know why Gob ſhould” be 
ſuppoſed x more ready and inclined to help the Infir- 
mities of his Creatures i in Atts, of Devotion, when- 
ever they are: at 3 Loſs to Feng what to pray for; 
f 1 5 He is to alſiſt and £ chem in any _ 
As of Fa kn "Chriſtian Pratt equally, 
miſed, I apprehend, to them that ſincerely Ale 
1.— However; if there be any who think tliem- 


ſelves, or are thought by others, to be bleſſed with 
. Inſpiration 
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I»ſpiration;in, Prayer, or any other godly Work, e 
will neither diſpute nor deſpiſe their Fancy or Belief, 
provided they will excuſe your or my Obligation to, 
eſteem, it ſuch, till they can produce a Miracle to 
confirm the Validity of their Pretenſions. —1 ſhall 
only further add-upon this Head, that were, you to, 
have heard or been, preſent at the Productions of 
ſome of the different Sects, each of them equally, 
profeſſing to have the extraordinary Endowment of 
the Gift of Prayer; it would, I will venture to ſay, 
have been as likely a Means as any, to have fixed 
you in your Conformity to what they call the inſipid, 
dead · leitered Forms uſed in our Church. To men- 
tion ſome Examples of chis kind, eſpecially of for- 
mer Times, as they came from the Mouths of the 
Speakers, would be ſo like a Deſign to ridicule 
what, how ridiculous ſoever they might appear to 
ſome, yet, being held ſerious and ſacred by others, 
by ſuch at leaſt as have been wont to produce them, 
1 — altogether avoid ; there being nothing more 
ungenerous, not to ſay unchriſtian, than to offer 
any. ſort of reproachful Treatment, in Word or 
Deed, to ſuch as differ from us in reſpect of external 
Modes or Circumſtances of religious Worſhip : 
This I would by no means allow in myſelf, or 
countenance in others; and therefore adyiſe you, 
my Diſciple, never to give way to. Chooſe and 
judge for yourſelf : If you approve and join the 
Communion of the Church of England, forbear to 
reprehend or condemn. others, who out of Con- 
ſcience and Principle diſſent from it: Rather deal, | 
and wiſh them to be dealt with as, by the royal 

1 F 2 Rule, 
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Rule, you would hope to be dealt with in like Cir- 
cumſtances. At the ſame time that we, who con- 
form to our Church-Service, think it excellently 
framed for a devout and orderly Worſhip in public 
Aſſemblies; yet cannot but acknowledge that nei- 
ther that nor any other human Compoſition is ſo 
perfect as to be incapable of Correction, or further 
Improvement ; nor is it ſtrange to find that Per- 
ſons bred up and uſed to another way ſhould eſteem 
theirs the bef.— We may as ſoon expect all Men to 
have Faces alike, as an univerſal Conſent in Opinion: 
How much ſoever it may be wiſhed and attempted, 
it is to be feared, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe Gop to in- 
terpoſe beyond the ordinary Methods of his Grace, 
they never will fo agree, till they arrive at thoſe 
Regions of pure Bliſs, where all Clouds and n 
and Differences ſhall diſappear. 

- Diſc. But what, though Charity Seliger n me to 
forbear cenſuring thoſe, who modeſtly and conſci- 
entiouſly ſeparate from the Eſtabliſned Church, am 
] to ſay or think of ſuch, who, at the ſame Time 
they frequent our Places of Worſhip, refuſe or 
negle& to join in the Service, or to conform their 
Deportment to the Rules preſcribed in it? Some 
flagrant Inſtances of which Uncompliance, I have 
1 been witneſs to, and much aſhamed of. 

Min. What you are to ſay to ſuch, may indeed 
be ſomewhat difficult for you preciſely to know, it 
being probably not your Province to blame or cor- 
rect ſuch Irregularities as you now mention: And 
were you to attempt it, you might incur the Charge 
of Impertinence, without any Proſpect of Succeſs 
1 | from 
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from your, however, well - meant Zeal.— Some ſort 
of Remonſtrance likely would not be. amiſs, nor 
taken amiſs, from Perſons of more advanced Years 
and Station; or from ſuch whoſe proper Buſineſs 
and Office, it may be to note and diſcourage Inde- 
corums in Pubſic, which would hardly be winked 
at or excuſed in private or domeſtic Aſſemblies ; 
and ſtill leſs in Places of Entertainment, where ſi- 
milar Geſture or Poſture, and Uniſormity of Car- 
riage are inviolably required. If any chooſe not to 
conform to the Rules and Orders of any Company, 
Religious or other, it would, one would think, be 
more conſonant to Civility, not to ſay Duty, for 
them to abſent from a Place where their Behaviour 
would be ſingular, not to ſay offenſive. Should 
you ever chance to be in a Country, where a ſort or 
manner of Worſhip: different from your own was 
eſtabliſhed, and ſhould chooſe to be preſent at their 
public Service, and where you obſerved the general 
Practice was that of S!anding inſtead of Kneeling at 
Prayer; I ſhould think, in that Caſe, the Excel - 
lence of Charity, and Beauty of Uniformity, even 
though it were not preſcribed, and you in your own 
Mind preferred another, ſhould induce you to con- 
form to the Way of the Aſſembly; unleſs you 
ſhould (as in the above Inſtance you well could not) 
look upon it to be ſinful.— But the Reaſonableneſs 
of conforming to the Rules and Manners uſed in 
the public Congregations of any National Church 
in every (not ſinful) Particular, by thoſe who only 
occaſionally give their Attendance therein, or to per- 
ſuade and induce ſuch as differ from ours to become 

F 3 its 
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its conftant Rated Members, is not the profeſſed 
Aim and Deſign of this'Conferenee; but rather, to 
confirm and ſettle you, my young Diſciple and Pa- 
*Fiſhioner, it the belt manner of diſcharging the Duty 
of Public Worthip ſet forth and appointed in the 
Church of England, and who' k gore apply" to'me 
for that Purpoſe. 
Diſe. Indeed, Stn, I 8. to beg Pardon f. for 
"drawing off your Attention from the Object of 
your preſent Inſtructions, who am fo greatly 
obliged to ybu for the kind Service you are doing 
me, and who 1 wiſh may not need your Reprehen- 
ſion along with your Advice, on account of my 
on Behaviour in the Houſe of Gop; the Irregu- 
larity and Impropriety of which, though your Cha- 
rity may incline you poſſibly to impute it to Igno- 
rance or Inadvertence, rather than to Perverſeneſs 
or deſigned Singularity : I am very ſenſible, Six, 
| that there is far more occafion for correcting ' and 
amending, than for my complaining of the De- 
fects I may have chanced to obſerve in ober. — 
"What, therefore, I may have hitherto done igno- 
"rantly or heedleſsly, I would now gladly be taught 
to mend, and that inſtead of a blind or inattentive, 
I may be directed how to pay an externally decent 
and uniform, as well as inwardly drucut and ſpiri- 
tua Worſhip to my Maker, whenever J appear be- 
fore him in the Aſſemblies of his n = 
Min. The Honour of Gop's Worſhip is, doubt- 
leſs, no inconſiderable Point, which you aim at be- 
ing inſtructed in, being, as you ſeem in ſome mea- 
lr O]) IO on: 10 8 | ſure 
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ſure ſenſible, a Buſineſs of very high and intereſt- 
ing Importance f for Mortals, on Earth to be concerned 
or engaged in; I would here again, t therefore, re- 
peat my Advice to you, by all means to get well 
acquainted with the Senſe and Meaning and Import 
of the. ſeyeral Parts of thoſe holy Offices of our 
Church, of "which you profeſs yourſelf a Member,; 15 
taking it for granted, that thoſe Offices are ſet 
forth and adminiſtred in the Language of the Coun- 
try, or that which you and the more Part of the 
People beſt underſtand. For to expect or direct 
any Perſon to be devout, or pay a properly Jaint- 
"Worſhip, or indeed am Worſhip at all in an un- 
kngwn Tongue, whereby the officiating Miniſter, 
as St Paul long ſince obſerved, becomes a ſort of 
Barbarian to the major Part of ſuch : as are conven- 
ed to partake of his Miniſtration; this, I ſay, 
' would be much at one, as toexpe Chriſtians to meet 
to perform ſomewhat worſe than an abſurd, becauſe, 
indeed, it deſerves not the name of Worſhip — 
and to be ſure is far from what can be in any Senſe 
; faid to edify : And were it not that we are aſſured, 
"there is a conſiderable Body of Chriſtian People, 
Who ſtyle themſelves Catbolics, the Language of 
whoſe Public Offices of Devotion the far greater 
Part of their ſeveral Congregations cannot be ſu; 
"poſed to underſtand, one might be apt to cvcluge, 
that no ſuch Caſe or Inſtance eyer exiſted. ; 

' Diſc. You think then, that it is not only right, 
but abſolutely requiſite for every one, who profeſſes 
to pay Adoration and Worſhip to Almighty Gop, 
800 underſtand : and be 2 acquainted, ſo far as 


— 
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in his Power, both with the Language and Matter 
of what he ſpeaks himſelf, and what he is ſup- 

oſed to concur with, that is ſpoken by another, in 
the Offices of Devotion offered up to Heaven! in 
religious Aſſemblies? 0 

Min. Moſt certainly, I think fo, — And pray, 
does it not appear fo to you whilſt we are debating 
the Matter? 
Diſc. Truly i it does, Six; YM what you have 
been juſt ſaying to me upon it.— But I fear it has 
been my Caſe, as well as of many others, unthink- 
ingly, not to ſay irrationally, to go on in a cuſto- 
mary Track, with little or no other Confideration 
or Notice, than that of defiring to do and fay, 
what we ſee and hear in We, Mehr for Form 
and Faſhion ſake, _ 
Min. Surely, young Man, there cannot be fo 
much Ignorance, among Proteſtant Worſhippers at 
leaſt, as you ſeem to imagine 

Diſc. Indeed, Six, that ſome degrees of Igno- 
rance ſhould be found in young People, may not 
appear fo ſtrange, as it does that thoſe of advanced 
Tears, Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Families eſpecially, 
who have Children and Servants, ſhould fo Yo. 
talk to and inſtruct them in Things confeſſedly of 
the higheſt Moment to the ſpiritual Welfare of their 
Relati ves and Domeſtics. 
Min. I could heartily wiſh you were not too 
much in the Right in your Notion (notwithſtand- 
ing my. ſeeming Wonder at it) concerning the Ig- 
norance of many young, Perſons, who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and are moreover initiated Mem- 


bers 
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bers of our excellent Church; as alſo in your 
thinking what ought to be the Care of Heads. of 
Families towards all under their Government. — But, 
in very lamentable Truth, an almoſt general Neg- 
lect of this Duty in too many Families, has been 
the chief Cauſe or Occaſion of the groſs Ignorance 
of the very Prefidents or Heads themſelves; who 
never having been taught or talked to of religious 
Matters by heir Parents or Maſters, are in a great 
meaſure incapable of imparting any ſignificant 
Knowledge to their own Offspring or Servants. 
Diſc. Some there are, I know, who are ready to 
plead the Want of having been bred Scholars, in 
excuſe for their Ignorance. 

Min. Think you that to be the Caſe ?.When 
-you hear any plead thus; I would have you aſk 
them, how they came to be ſo ſkilful in their Trades 
and Occupations, by which they earn their Liveli- 
hoods ? How ready and expert have you known 
ſome, not only at the Buſineſs they themſelves are 
Maſters of, but likewiſe in directing and inſtructing 
their Learners and Apprentices ?— Did you ever 
find a Seaman or a Huſbandman, or an Artificer of 
any kind, but could talk intelligibly, andigive a 
proper Anſwer to any one that ſhould aſk him 
about the Uſe and Application or Meaning of his 
Profeſſion, and of the Art or Buſineſs he has been 
bred to? 

Diſc. How then, pray in would ou account 
for the very ſame Perſon's Ignorance in religious 
Matters, thoſe for Inſtance which relate to the Sea- 
ſons and Times and Offices, appointed to be obſerved 
ah. in 
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n ac or unwillingneſs to do as you now do, 
namely, to come purpoſely and perſonally to be in- 
ſtructed in them, when they were young; and by 
forbearing to apply to thoſe, whoſe Office and Will 
it is to direct and inform them; ſuch eſpecially, 
whoſe Parents or Maſters were either backward or 
unable to do it ? Poſſibly they hear Sermons, and 
attend the Service of the Church pretty conſtantly ; 
 <but-alas!: their Apprehenſions are dull, and their 
Notices ſlack, with regard to ſpiritual Things; and 
their Ignorance of the Nature and Meaning of what 
they hear, and even of what they ſay, gives them 
little or no Concern. How then, unleſs it were 
miraculouſly imparted to them, can it be thought, 
they ſhould be ſkilful: Proficients in the Science of 
Religion, or of the different Purport and Deſign of 
the different Parts of that religious Service ſet forth 
to be performed in our Church) 
With reſpect now to the ſeveral Holy-days, which 
are ordered to be obſerved, according to the Litur- 
gy of the Church of England, how few of thoſe, 
let me aſk you, whom you know and are acquaint- 
ed with, in a Country Pariſh, who. though they 
© ſhall ſcrupulouſly abſtain from i almoſt neceſſary 
Work on ſome of them, thoſe eſpecially commonly 
called Candlemas, and Lady- day, were they to be 
aſked, (notwithſtanding the Scriptures, read and ex- 
pounded to them publicly on thoſe Days, might be 
— ſuppoſed 3 to point our their Meaning to 
| them) 


them) how few, I ſay, would: be found on Exa- 
mination, to have any diſtin&t knowledge of the 
'ſpecial Articles of Faith or Doctrine of our holy 
Religion, . pet are ſet apart to remind 
_— 2. | 
Diſc. To chis-Query 1 have e 
pdbabiy, the major Part may know, but are not 
ready at Words, whereby to expreſs their Senſe and 
Meaning Moreover, with your Leave, SIR, I 
muſt obſerve, that ſome of our Holy- days and oc- 
caſional Services have learned Names or Titles to 
diſtinguiſn them, ſuch as Exipbam, Purification, 
Annunciation, Commination, and others that might 
be mentioned; of which Perſons of but moderate 
Parts and ſlender Education, (myſelf probably of 
the number) doubtleſs muſt be expected to be igno- 
rant in regard to their preciſe Signification. 
Min. It is not improbable but you may judge 
rightly, as well as candidly, of fome of your Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, with reſpect to their want 
more of Expreſſion than of Knowledge : Lou muſt, 
however, ſtill allow me to repeat my former Query, 
which 1 have often ſeen occaſion to produce, when- 
ever I hear of Scholarſbip (whatever be generally 
meant by that Term) as a neceſſary Qualification 
for underſtanding the Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Order of Chriſtian Worſhip, ſet 
forth in our Church. Here, I ſay, I would again 
and again aſk this -unſcholarſhip Pleader, whether 
in the Art of Sailing, Huſbandry, and ſundry me- 
cbanic Trades that might be named, there be not 
: og to be found many more Terms, at leaſt equal- 
| | ly 
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1 bard to be underſtood by Perſons not profeſiedly 
bred to them, than in the neceſſary Points of Chriſ- 
tian Faith and Prattice, or in the Days and Offices 
appointed to be obſerved in our Eſtabliſned Church? 
And I dare ſay it will be readily admitted, that few 
or none ever became expert at the By/ineſs or Trade 
they get their Bread by, with only hrcaring a Diſ- 
courſe on it once a Weet, or committing to Me- 
mory, and repeating by Rote a certain Syſtem of 
Rules, however excellently calculated for Informa- 
tion: Far otherwiſe, it is ſure; Notice upon Notice, 
perſonal Conference after Conference from and: with 
their Inſtructor; here alitile and there a little Ad- 
vice and Direction, Day by Day, and repeated 
Trials and Examinations for Years together, are 
required of and gladly ſubmitted to by Numbers 
of young People, and ſome of more advanced Age, 
in order for acquiring Skill in thoſe Arts and Scien- 
ces, which bring worldly Profit with them. And 
till ſomewhat in like manner be done for advancing 
the Science of ReL1c1on in the Minds of its out- 
ward Profeſſors, it may without Breach of Charity 
be affirmed, that great Numbers, who value them- 
ſelves upon being Members of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, will grow up and live and die in much 
groſſer Ignorance of religious Principles than can 
| readily be imagined. For when once the Rite of 
Confirmation is paſſed, (which, how ſometimes ob- 
tained, and with how. ſcanty Qualifications, it is 
much eaſier to lament than mend) they have not 
only a Right, but are by human as well as divine Law 
called to attend, and partake of the hig het of the 
divino 


divine ' Ordinances, of which, though it is to be 
feared too many know but little of the true Mean- 
ing, how very rare is it for any of their own ac- 
cord to wait on their Paſtor for a Reſolution of 
their Doubts, and for Explanation of any Difficul- 
ties that may be ſuppoſed to occur to the Minds of 
young Communicants? They go on in the ſame 
beaten Road of external Forms ; and almoſt uni- 
verſally are at the Sacrament at Zafter,- it being 
cuſtomary here for none to abſent” from it at that 
Feſtival : And it is, moreover, the well-known 
Conſtitution of this Part of the Eftabliſhed Church, 
that 'Solemnization of Matrimony is obtained with. 
Difficulty by thoſe, who ate unable to produce 
Teſtimony of their having been Chriſtian Commu- 
nicants. I would be underſtood to ſpeak here of 
uninſtructed, however well-meaning People, and 
not of the conſiderate and well- adviſed; of which 
fort I hope the Number is not ſmall: Much leſs do 
J refer to thoſe few, who may be equally indifferent 
about either Forms or Principles of any "Religion 
whatever; with ſuch, this Conference is no way 
concerned: it being intended for bh who, con- 
ſcious of their Ignorance and Errors, are deſirous 
of Information; and for you, my 1 now 
applying to me, in particular. 5 

Difc. 1 am greatly obliged to You, Hed "Sg 3 
and think myſelf happy in the Opportunity that 
offers, for my gaining Intelligence; and correcting 
ſome probably miſtaken Notions I had: entertained 
in religious Matters, e/pecially in what is now under 
um namely, the ordery and edifying 


No. ſhip 


— 
Vorſbip I would chooſe and be glad to perform 
aright with my Fellow - Chriſtians in Public. Con- 
cerning which, I verily believe, there is no ſmall, 
Number of us young Perions, who, excepting the 
cuſtomary... Round of . outward Ceremony, when 
and where they are to ſit, ſtand, or ſpeak, know 
very little of the Matter; I mean, as to the Senſe 
and Deſign of the ſeveral Haris of the Service they 
frequent. Alas]! how little did J know of theſe 
Things when I was a School-Bay, and before I was 
brought to Conſideration, . by waiting on You to 
receive Perſonal Inſtruction preparatory to my Con- 
frmation ? And yet, though ] ſufficiently learnt the 
Nature and Intent of that ſolemn Rite, and I hope 
1 partook of it with ſome degree of ſerious and 
devout. Affection; it is too ſure; I am ſtill greatly 
unacquainted with the right Uſe and Applicatian 
of the ſeveral other Portions of what. is eſteemed, 
and I believe to be our excellent LrurGy. | 

Min. I am glad to find you fo juſtly ſenſible of 
its being impracticable for any one, to pay a rea- 
ſonable or devout Worſhip and Adoration to his Ma- 
ker in a Service, the Terms or particular Purport 
of the ſeveral Parts of which he has little or no 
clear Conception of: And indeed, how ſhould he 
have clear Conceptions, without a Teacher or Di- 
rector, or a Willi to be directed? For though I ad- 
mit, that many of quicker Parts and higher Edu: 
cation are of themſelves able, without a Director or 
Expounder, to diſtinguiſh and diſcover the Sen/e or 
Meaning of every Portion of the Book of CouMO 
Paarxzxʒ the d. Claſs of our 8 
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Hiſt” dobbtlefs be' ſuppoſed to be at a Loſs about 


it, unleſs it be ſpecially: and purpoſely. pointed out 


- 


and explained to them: Not but that there are 


- ſome alſo of thoſe, looked upon as the Skilful,, who 
have very little or no better or more diſtinguiſhing 
Notions of theſe Things, than they who are com- 


monly called the vulgar Ignorant. Many, I fear, 


take it for granted they underſtand what, upon 
maturely confidering and examining into, they are 
convinced they did not. And here again, I find 
Occaſion, as I believe I have done before, to ob- 
ſerve, that to the want of Conſideration, and a real 
ſerious Diſpoſition of Mind, more than to Defect 
of Capacity, the far greater Share of Ignorance in 
theſe Things, which it behoveth all Perſons more 

or leſs to be acquainted with, is chargeable. Or it 
is hardly poſſible otherwiſe to account for it, that 
ſich Numbers of aur Church Communion, and 
thoſe too ſeemingly ſenſible People, ſhould. be ſo 
conſtajuly guilty of ſuch groſs Abſurdities and ſtrange 
Improprieties in the Part they take in the Perfor- 
mance of our Divine Service; that were we not 
often Witneſſes of this Incongruity I am now re- 
ferring to, even after repeated Notices taken of it, 
as well from the Pulpit as printed Books of Direc- 
tion, it would be abſolutely inconceivable how any 
Creatures, intitled to the Name of Rational, ſhould 
allow themſelves to continue under irrational Ha- 
bits; which the Sacrificers in a heathen Temple 
would be aſhamed of: But to theſe Inpraprieties I 
ſhall have Occaſion, in the Courſe of this Confe- 
. to ſpeak * and e. will only, for the 
2 preſent, 
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preſent, be pleaſed to obſerve, how. much Streſs I 


JD lay on Confideration and Enquiry, the Neglect of 


which, I cannot help often reminding you, has. 
been the Source of more Error and Inconſiſtence in 
Matters of religious Concernment, than all the De- 
felt of Learning and Education together. For if 
once People could but bring themſelves, or be 
brought to thin ſeriouſly, they would not long re- 
main ignorant of any Part of their Duty, as Chriſ- 
tians or Members of the Eſabliſbed Church; or at 
leaſt, would not be back ward * hing n 
where for better Information. 

Diſc. It is for that very Eod and Purpoſe I hind 
thought good, by your Leave, to wait on you for 
your perſonal Advice, and at this Time particularly, 
to learn to know, how to become not a mere for- 
mal, but a true Worſbipper of Gop in his Temple. 
Min. You are extremely welcome now and al- 
ways to the beſt I can give you: And it is no ſmall 
Pleaſure to me to ſee you ſo well inclined. I pray 
Go, to bring many more of your Age ang * 
tion to be like minded. 10 

Di ſc. What then, give me Laave to aſl you, i is 
che firſt beſt Step to be taken for 8 End 


propoſed? 
Min. Next to Goo; ada is ae to bord 


laſt, and intermediate, in all our Applications for 


the Furtherance of the continual Help we ſtand in 
need of, I would adviſe you, in order for your be- 
ing throughly acquainted with the preciſe Senſe of 
the Words and Phraſes in which the Service of our 
Church is conceived, to read, or hear each Portion, 
8 | | at 
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at different Times read over deliberately, at home; 
and where- ever you are at a Loſs, remark the 
Place, and endravour to be ſet right by ſuch Per- 
ſons as you have treaſon to think may probably 
know better than yourſelf: that you may hereby be 
enabled to diſtinguiſh Exbortation and Abſolution 
(which are Parts appropriated to the Miniſter only) 


from Confeſſion, and Prayers, and Praiſes, and Ado 


ration, in which the Pecple are directed to jn; and 
that not only mentally, but vocally like wiſe to bear 
their part. And be not content with that too general 
confuſed Notion, which ſome ignorantly entertain 
of their having ſerved Gon, becauſe they were prez 
ſent at his Houſe or Place of Worſhip, where pub- 
lic Devotions were offered up; but learn to know 
preciſely what Concern or Part you are to have in 
that Office or Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe 
when, and abba, you are to ſpeak out, and hen 
only filently to accompany the Minifter with the 
concurring Devotion or fervent Viſtes of your 
Heart: But inſtead of being now more particular 
on this Head, I chooſe to refer you to hat art 
commonly called the Rubrics, namely; thoſe Di- 
rections or Inſcriptions prefixed to the ſeveral Divi⸗ 
ſrons or Parts of the Lir ux d, which Directions, 
being at the firſt Publication printed in Red Cha- 
racters, were called Rubric, which ſignifics Ned: 
The difference now is, that they are diſtinguiſnable 
by their ſmall Italic print, which on the leaſt In. 
ſpection you will eaſily obſer ve. But moreover; 
and beſides your acquainting yourſelf with, and 
taking notice of the Rubrics | have referred you to, 
Ban 8 you 
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you would do well to procure ſome of thoſe Expla- 
nations of our Liturgy, that have, from ſundry ju- 
dicious Hands, been ſent forth and 'publiſhed for 
the Uſe and Information of all who are ſincerely 
deſirous to pay a reaſonable, as well as orderly Ser- 
vice to their Maker in the public Offices of our 
Church; of which ſort, among others, I would 

recommend a Book to you of no large Size or 
Price, intitled, Dr Biss's Decency and Order, &c. 

And in the mean Time, till you are able to provide 
this; there is a little Piece intitled Directions for 
un Devout and Decent Behaviour in the public Nor- 

„ Fhip of God; which you ſhall be welcome to from 
my Hands, whenever you ſhall pleaſe to call for it, 
For as you have the Happineſs of having been 

bred to what Perſons of your Station commonly 
call Learning or Scholarſhip, that is, have been 
taught to Read intelligibly; I hope you will never 
forego or drop the Uſe and Exerciſe of that Adyan+ 
tage, whereby you are the better qualified to im- 
prove under the Miniſtration both of _ | 
Teaching and Prayer. 

Diſc. I thank you much, adod Sin, for this 
Intimation of the Means whereby I may inform 
myſelf-of the true Intent and Purport of the ſeves 
ral Portions of our Church Liturgy; which I ſhall 
not fail, with Gop's Leave, to have recourſe to; 

eſpecially that which you are ſo kind as to offer me: 
But beſides enlightening my Underſtanding, and 
clearing up my confuſed Notions and Sentiments of 
the Forms ſer forth in our Common- Prayer, 1 
Wa gladly receive 3 further Aſſiſtance 
and 
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and Opinion about every ſort of means for ſecur- 
ing, what I take to be the principal n in * 
Warme The Devotion of my Heart. 
Min. This indeed is an Article or 8 of 
the true Worſhip of Gop well worth y beſt Pains 
and Care to inculcate, and yours to acquire: For- 
aſmuch as it is certain, the moſt exact and critical 
Diſcernment of our however excellent Compoſition 
or Form of divine Service, will prove to be no 
Worſhip at all, otherwiſe than as it is accompanied 
with the Uedem Action of the Hearts of the Per- 
fortmers. Devotion, rightly underſtood and pro- 
perly exerted is, to be ſure, the Life and Soul. 
and moſt eſſential Quality of every ſort of Addreſs 
to Gob, that comes under the Name of Worſhip. 
But the Definition and Nature of true Devotion, 
as implying more than bare Attention or Iniellect, 
having already, I hope, been ſufficiently explained 
in a former Conference *, I ſhall only here uſt 
think fit to remind you, that though you cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be Devout without being Attentive; 
yet it is very poſſible to be attentive without Devo- 
tion. A Knowledge of the Senſe of - what you are 
about to hear or ſay, in the Offices of a joint Sacri- 
fice of Prayer and Praiſe, being once provided for, 
then it will be requiſite, if you would be a devout, 
and not a mere formal Worſhipper, for you to con- 
ſider what Temper of Mind. - what Ardor of Afetti- 
on. What humble Acknowledgment, — hat Exulta- 
tion of Heart, —it is meet and right for you to feel 
and be poked of, ane to the different Parts, 


- G's fo rr of 
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8 neter na! Chun nl. 
of "Confeſſion; Supplication. Adorarion and hh 
Tieing, you ate to engage in and partake of. Pre- 

vious to this, you muſt habituate your Appteben- 
ons to an ad ful Senſe of Gobꝰ Omni preſence in ge- 

Meral, and of his Promiſe to be in the midſt of ſuch 
as are at any time aſſembled for his Worſnip in pars 

tieular. Te. Infiftnity of our! Nature, conſiſting 
of a mixed Compoſition of Matter and Spirit, it 
muſt be owned tenders the Withdrawing of our 


Thoughts from viible, and fixing them upon invi- 


ible Objects, very difficult. Were we to be admit. 
ted to the Preſence of an earthly Prince, to beg out 
Life, which we had juſtly forfeited, there would 
require little or no Direction about either our Auen. 
ion or the inward Feeling of our Hearts: But the 
Caſe, we all know, is far 'otherwiſe, when we are 
to deprecate rhe Puniſiment due to our Offences 
againſt the /. Law; though it be no leſs than 
that of Eternal Miſery. Here, though the Matter 
of our Petition is, beyond Compariſon, of great. 
er Importance than any thing we can have to; aſk 
at the Hands of an caribiy Sovereign, who, how 
exalted ſoever in Station above us, is ſtill but a Fel. 
Jow- Mortal; yet alas! how cold and languid, how 
beſt and abſent are often the moſt ſerious and ſenſible 
Chriſtians; when they are addreſſing the divine 
Aſajeſty of the King of Kings, and Sovereign of 
the Whole World! This is the lamentable Defect, 
and we truſt; in ſome meaſure piliable Weakneſs. of 


frail Man; lamentable, I ſay; and indeed often la- 


mented and complained of by the moſt pious and 
9 Chiriltians :—But, although in 
09299 284; nn) 290 ® ſome 
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ſome it may be, for the moſt part; a pltiable If 


mity, and, as I ſaid, moſt likxly is pilied and excuſ | 


ed by the infinitely merciful Gon, who knows 
whereof we are made; yet, ſince it may not be eat 
ſy to determine the Point or Degree, herein our 
Indevotion may be ſuppoſed à purdonabie Weak neſs 
or not; foraſmuch as by Indulgence, or tod great 
a Want of Care, it may grow into a very blame - 
able Habit; and as you, my young Diſciple, who 
are but lately admitted to and canfirmed in the So- 
ciety of Chriſtian Worſhippers, ſeem; well diſpoſed 
to receive my Preſcriptions'and Advice, I ſhall, have 
the greater Hopes of ſucceeding in my Attempt for 
the Cure, or rather for the Prevention of an Evil} 
about which you have not yet contracted an hardy 
Indifference or Inſenſibility. Next therefore to 
lively Apprehenſion of the awful Preſence of the 
invifible Majeſty you wait upon, to pay your Ado: 


ration. to; I muſt adviſe you to be mindful-of the 


reſt of the divine Excellencies, and in particular, 
of his Almighty Power, and gracious Diſpoſition 
to grant what you need, and it is proper for you to 
aſt; and of your Obligations to be tbantful for 
what Bleſſings and Mercies you have received, e- 
ſpecially the greateſt that were ever offered to and 
conferred on the human Race, —the coming of 
CuR1sT into che World to REDEEM it by. the Sacrifice 
of bimſelf.— And as Go, we know, for ſo we are 
expreſiy told, heareth not the Prayers, nor. accepts 
the Offerings of impeniteni Sinners; when you bed 
66. ſeech him to reſtore them that are e AC- 
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your Ban but chat 700 89 AG or the 
Faults you conſciouſly confeſs ; and are fully per- 
ſuaded to believe, that upon your ſincere Endea- 
vours to forſake them, Gop vill certainly forgius 
you for CMR ISA's fake. You muſt now needs per- 
ceive from what has been ſaid, that the Affection: 

of the Heart are more concerned and employed, in 
what is properly termed Devotion, than either In- 
telletkt or Attention, though eres * are 3 

to the forming it. 

Diſc, I cannot Wee 
of your Odſervations on this Head; and need no 
further Argument to convince; me that I have been 
not a little ſubject to the Want of this principal In- 
gredient of divine Worſhip, true Devotion. Nor 
is it ſtrange, I would ſuppoſe, that one of y Age, 
who hath not been much uſed to reel or converſe 
on ſuch Points, ſhould not be ſo apt in forming 
my Notions as thoſe who have had larger Know- 
ledge and greater Opportunities for improving their 
Minds in Spiritual Things. now begin to perceive 
that the Lamentation I remember to have heard 
ſome pious godly Chriſtians expreſs about their 
Coldneſs, was owing to their juſt Senſe both of the 
Nature and Neceſſity of Feyvency of Devotion in 
their Prayers: : Whilſt others, "chiefly the Tung and 
Inconfiderdte, are no way apptehenſive of this De- 
fect in them. am now quite ſure, and thoroughly 
ſenſible of mine, and thankfully accept and rejoice 
in this Opportunity to hear your Directions, how T 
may belt Belp and corrg? it. rin now, I muſt own, 

| 1 was 
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Loma apt to imagine, that when I attended the 
ſolemn Offices of our. Church with decent Quiet 
neſs, and was tolerably regular in making my Re- 
ſponſes, that I had offered a reaſonable, and in every 
reſpect a proper and acceptable Service to my Ma- 
ker: Whereas upon Recollection, and from what 
I have juſt learned from you, I have too much rea- 
ſon to fear, the Affection of my Heart, and the 
Fervency of my Deſire, and the Efforts of my Will, 
had but little ſhare in it; for that it was, in truth, 
no better or other, than an external, formal Ser- 
vice: And, indeed, I wiſh this may not be the Caſe 
of many thouſand Chriſtian Worſbippers, ſo called, 
as well as my own, to be very little ſolicitous or 
concerned about maintaining even a ſteady Atten- 
tion, and diſtinguiſhing Regard to the ſeveral in- 
terchangeable Parts of the Service; much leſs, 
whether they be offered up with that actually fer- 
vent and devout Temper of Mind, which I am now 
perſuaded ought to accompany all Addreſſes made 
to the Gon of our Life, —But pray, Six, here give 
me Leave, while I think on it, to aſk, though I 
believe it is a Remark I have heard from others, 
rather than a Suggeſtion of my own; whether the 
Attention and Devotion of the Heart be not much 
bindered, by the repeated uſe of and frequent re- 


turns to the ſame Form, in che Offices of our 
Church? 


Min. Whether this be a Notion founded on your 
own Obſervation, or you have received it from 
others, (96 Spy ay ec cn but at the ſame 


Time, I think, a very weak one. A Return to 
G4 the 


* 
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theſe of the /ame Words or Manner of Expreſſion 


im our Addreſſes to Heaven, may: poſſibly pall upon 
the Hearers; ſo like wiſe may the ſame Scriptures; 


in Compariſon of what a new Manner of relating 


them would do: Novelty, it is ſure, is naturally apt 
to affect the Minds of the Hearers; but what 
Minds and what. ſort of Hearers, unleſs ſuch as 
kave itebing Ears, and want to have their Fancy 
pleaſed, and their Curioſity gratified; which No- 
velty and Change may be likely enough to effect, and 
confequently raiſe Attenlion, that is, Attention to 
what the Speater-is ſaying, or about to ſay in Pray- 
er; and whether this, as I before obſerved, be not 
rather a Hindrante to the Hearet's Devotion, in 
Compariſon of what it might be, when he has to 
attend only to what he knows he has vocally or men- 
tally 10 ſay himſelf, or join with the Miniſter in 
faying, is che Point you have to eonſider of and be 
teſolved about. In y Opinion, if we have but a 
well-informed and well- diſpoſed Mind, we ſhall 
generally be impreſſed wich a reverential Senſe of the 
divine Majeſty we approach in Prayer; and alſo of 
our nerd às well as mtbortbineſs of what we aſk; to- 
gether with that of our Obligation to be-thankful 
for Ble hngs promiſed or reteived from our heavenly 
Father. Such a Temper and Frame of Mind as 
chis, and which all 146 Worſhippers will endeavour 
to be poſſeſſed of, will not fail of rendering even 
the tnoſt frequently repeated Form of Words a de- 
vout and wwerptable ee allowing for the in- 
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voluntary, unavoidable: I 1 —— — a 
beſt of Morias s.. ; 
Dic. I am well faisfied: abe anch cirgantly 
obliged to you for your Sentiments thus far deli. 
vered to me on this Subject: And if yeu have any 
thing ſtill further to offer or propoſe to me, though 
ſeemingly of leſs Moment of Advantage than the 
foregoing, toward producing the deſirable End T 
am enquiring after, concerning the beſt or moſt 
proper Way and Means for offering up an accepta- 
ble Service in the Public Aſſemblies of bur Church; 
I ſhall patiently and gladly attend to it But int 
deed I now begin to think, whatever I might have 
done ſome little white ſince,” nothing ought to be 
looked upon as mall or of no Moment or Importance, 
which can contribute in any reſpect to the bringing 
me nearer to that Being, who is the End and Center 
of all my Hopes and Deſires. For what can I 
ſuppoſe or conceive the conſummate Bi of Saints 
in Heaven to conſiſt in, but one uninterrupted Con- 
templation and Adoration of all that mu een 
Good, oa MSFT 42% Hf SHOT 5 0 4 
Min. The apparent Increaſe of your early Zeal 
and piczs Diſpoſition is, I affure you, no ſmall En- 
c 4 to me to ee in een ex- 
i 5 


= — For my part, I think. le can as N 5 8 ag 
ſeech Gov, to deliver my Soul from the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
Sin, through Car1s7; and to give me adue Senſe of all Mercies 
and Bleflings conſequent upon my Creation and Redemption: 
though repeated twice or thrice. every Day in the ſame Words; 
as well as if they were every time diverſified and dreſſed in ir- 
ent Phraſes: But in this I only ſpeak and anſwer for myſelf; leav- 
ing every one elſe to ſpeak and judge for himſelf. 


- tending my beſt Re ia x __ and 
confirming your Judgment in the Point of -Duty you 
now apply to me to get better acquainted” with,,. 
Mind you ſhould. bring with you, as the principal 
and molt aſential Quality for offering a devout and 
acceptable Service in his Houſe, I would adviſe you 
to continue what, 1 think you ſay you are not apt 
to be greatly wanting in, namely, a careful Regard 
to your outward Deportment, by a ſtrict and regu- 
lar Conformity (not merely to what you ſee others 
do) but to the Rules and Orders ſet forth in what 
I before obſerved to you, is commonly called the 
| Rubrics. of our Li run qY. - Decenq and Order, 

you will be pleaſed to remember, is what the Apo- 
{tle recommends in general, as accepiable to Gop in 
religious Aſſemblies; the want of which he ſevere · 
ly reproves in the Corinthians. The Particulars in 
which that Order is to conſiſt, ſeem to be left to the 
Appointment of the Heads or Governors of every Re- 
ligious Society; according to the Language and 
Uſage beſt underſtood in each reſpective Diſtrid or 
Country. The Army, the Fleet, and even Places 
and People aſſembled and appointed for public Di- 
verſion and Amuſement, it is well known, - do none 
of them ſubſiſt without ſubmitting to ſome Regu- 
lations of external Behaviour. — Why then ſhould 
this be thought unneceſſary, and by ſome, if en- 
joined in any degree by human Authority to be 
unlawful, with reſpect to Societies or Aſſemblies for 
the Purpoſe of religious Worſhip ? 


_ Diſe. 


” Diſc. Permit. me to interrupt you for one Mo- 
ment, whilſt I juſt aſk (though even this as ſundry 
other Queries are what I have probably learned, 
not from our Natives, but from Strangers that 
occafionally come among us) whether Geſture or 
Modes of external Form, can be ſuppoſed of any 
Account with the Gop of Heaven, who, we are 
told, and we cannot but believe, is a Spirit, ne, 
that he requires a ſpiritual Worſhip ? 

Min. To the latter part of your Query I mak 
ly anſwer in the affirmative : Gop certainly expects 
the Worſhip of the Heart: without this, (as from 
firſt to laſt I have remarked) all outward Forms are 
of no avail, and can in no wiſe deſerve the Name of 
Worſhip : But yet, as we are compoſed of Body as 
well as Spirit, we are required to glorify Gop in 
both; and as Actions and Behaviour are a fort of 
Language, and in many Inſtances are looked upon 

as the well-known Signs and Interpreters of our 
Minds and Thoughts; and the Reverence or Irre- 
verence of the one are more or leſs expreſſed and 
ſignified by that of the other; ſo that though Gop, 
the all-ſeeing Diſcerner of the Heart, judges of us 
chiefly from our inward Sentiments and Affections, 
and not from any external Poſture or Ceremony; 
yet {till I cannot but perſiſt in my Opinion, that 
ſuch bodily Geſture or Deportment as is uſually ex- 
| preſſive of the Diſpoſition of our Minds, muſt be 
_ exceedingly proper as well as uſeful for ourſelves 
and Fellow-Worſhippers, to accompany the Devo- 
tion we would chooſe to manifeſt in our Adoration 
of the Almighty W and REDEEMER of — 
80 
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Souls and Bodies; how ſpiritually toever fome may*. 
like to think of the Matter D. | would only, with 
qut further Argument, appeal to your Senſe and 
Notion of this Point; whether, if you were to ſes 
in 1 of Athy et met to n di- 

i vine 


. It is not, I think, — 4 our Obſerati n and Notice. 
that” as Language, ſo alſo Cu/toms and Gefures of di ;fferent Coun- 
tries are held to be Repreſentations of different Meanings and In- 
teuren: As for Example, as the right-Hang'to the Heart is the 
reſpeQful Salutation of Feilow-SubjeQs one to another in ſome 
Places; ſo is taking off the Hat in others. Putting off the Shoes 
was an ancient Token of Reverence to ſacred Places, as the Re- 
verſe is obſerved and intended for reſpect to the Houſe of God i in 
the Hand - of Mann. Whatever Commentators have thought 
or underſtood of * Keeping the Font — recommended by So/omon, 
when we ga into the Place of Worſhip, no one, I think, can be 
hardy enough to ſay, it has no regard to Rules of Behaviour, or 
external Decency there, when we are performing the Duty of 
public Prayer. Were you to be called in ſome Countries to the 
religious Solemnity of an Oats, either before a Civil or Spiritual 
Magiſtrate, you would be epi ed, I preſume; to expreſs and 
prjform it Standing, with Hands lifted 2. As in another it is 
uſoal, in ſome. Inſtayces, to hneel, with only. the right Hang 
down on the Goſpel. © And if now, becauſe Poſture is fuppoſed 
a Matter of Indifferenee to Gov Almighty," and conſequently, 
as ſome think, Tmpaſirions in ſuch Matters are unlawful, you 
ſhould chooſe to invoke the Deity Sitting, and with your Hands 
drawn, can you think you would be acquitted of the charge of 
Irreverence and faulty Diſobedience to the Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
to the Rulers and Governors of that Country, how much ſoever 
Men may ſometimes talk of the Uniawfulneſs: of Tmpofitionr in 
Matters in their own Nature indifferent, I may leave you to con- 
jeQure? And yet I cannot help venturing. to ſuppoſe, that where 
Sandi ard up/i/ 7rd Hands are requirtd in the taking an Oath, 
it is required for Reverence and Solemnity ſake; and would 
ſcarce be diſpenſed with, at leaſt not in the Minis of the-Com- 
a˖ where it is enjoined, 


wine Worſhip; one part of them bare · beaded on their 
Knees, and the otber covered and ſeared on Couches 
of Benches, all jointly engaged in ſolemn Confeſſion 
and Acknowledgment of their manifold Sins and 
Mictedneſſes; — deprecating the Judgmenis of Gon 
due to them, and giving humble Tbunks for his 
Tenders of Pardon, through the Merits ard Suf- 
ferings of an interceding Saviour ;— whether: of 


theſe 7p Sirts of Worſhippers, in the ſame Con- 


gregation of Chriſtians, I will aſk you, would, 
upon the moſt charitable or even natural Conſtruc- 
tion, appear to you more decently and ſuitably to 
expreſs the intvard Frame of ee —_— 
.gratefal Hearts? 

Diſc. Indeed, Six, you have fer as Caſe i in ao 
\firong a Light, that without any Deliberation upon 


it, I muſt needs ſee and own the Propriety of the 


one, vaſtly in Preference to the other: Inſomuch 
that I cannot well conceive or imagine any /erjoufly 
\devout- and pious Chriſtian capable of ſhewing, 
much leſs of Juſtifying ſo palpable an Irreverence, 
as that of paying an Act of Adoration to the divine 
Being, in a public Place of Worſhip, with his Head 
- covered, or fitting on his Seat; eſpecially: where the 
reſt of the Congregation are doing it in that, which 
I muſt inſiſt upon is (in our Country at leaſt) the 
moſt naturally © humble Poſture, namely, Standing 
or Kneeling. External Carriage or bedily Poſture is 
ſurely, as you have obſerved, expreſſive of our in- 
ward Thoughts, as well as the Language of Mardi; 
and if we are to be careful of what we ſay; it ould 
ſecem to be no leſs requiſite to be ſo df whey we do 
01 
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or at in the ſalemn Place ſet apart to aſſemble for 
public Devotion; where, how indifferent ſoever 
Modes of Aion or Language are to the Dir v, we 
are, by what 1 have learned, expected to edify each 
other; and how this can be done, by every or any 
one's Choice either of Words or Actions, in the Face 
and Hearing of a religious Body of Chriſtians, aſ- 
ſembled for ſocial Worſhip, I am at a Loſs to 
know. Some, as you ſay, muſt appoint, and Some- 
body muſt direct, and the reſt ought, (as I have 
read) to Obey them that 1 — in 
all Things LAWFUL. 

Min. How right ſoever you are in your W 
and clear as they may appear to your own. Mind, 
you are ſtill to remember, that the Prevalence of 
the contrary Opinion of ſuch as have been educated 
and brought up in a different Way, is very great 

and powerful with them. — And yet, doubtleſs, 
whatever their Reaſons and Arguments are, which 
ſatisfy their Conſciences, it is very proper for you 
to be furniſhed with thoſe, which our Church hath, 
we think, with greater Force, at ſundry Times 
-urged for the Reaſonableneſs of Conformity to the 
few, decent Modes and ſignificant Geſtures ap- 
pointed and eſtabliſhed in its Community. But 
waving all Argument for general Aſſent to our 
Form of Worſhip ſet forth by Authority; it muſt, 
however, as it ſurely ought, be for ever acknow- 
ledged, that in Things morally or religiouſly unlaw- 
ful, or what a Man's Conſcience tells him is con- 
trary to the plain Duty of a Chriſtian, ſuch as the 
falling down to an Image, for Inſtance, or praying 
6 to 
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to Saint · Mediators; the Rule of obeying God, ra- 
ther than Man, how great ſoever in Power or poſi- 
tive his Commands, ſhould doubtleſs take place. 
But if in Matters confeſſedly indifferent in their own 
Nature, with reſpect to Time, Place, Method, and 
Order, concerning which the Chriſtian Revelation 
is flent, no Appointment. of Superiors in human 
Government were to be looked upon as binding on 
Religious Aſſemblies and Communities of Chriſti- 
ans; it is hard to conceive, how all Tendency to 
Irregularity and Confuſion: could be certainly. pre- 
vented: For, what if ſome, becauſe <* Gor: is faid 
not to dwell in Temples made with Hands, and, the 
Heavens do moſt aptly declare or diſplay his Glory, 
and the open Firmament more conſpicuouſly ſhews 
his Handy- work,“ will have public Worſhip per- 
formed no where but in a Field or on the Top of a 
Mountain? Or ſhould ſome chooſe to Sing whilſt 


others are for praying, ſome with a ſtaled Form and 
others without, in the ſame Aſſembly? Who now 


ſhall appoint or direct to what is expedient, as moſt 
likely to tend to Decency and Edification, whilſt In- 
dividuals may or may not chance to agree about 
what is beſt for that Purpoſe ? If it be in itſelf un- 
lawful to impoſe Matters in their own Nature indif- 
ferent, it ſhould ſeem to be ſo in every Particular; 
but which, I apprehend, is not held by our Oppo- 
nents; there being Orders and Appointments, if 1 
am not miſtaken, or ſomething like Regulations by 
the Principals in all National Communities, as well 
Religious as Civil. I only ſpeak this, with reſpect 
to the objected legality of impoſing any Circum- 

ſtances 
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ſtances whatever in ſocial Worſhip: For as to the 


Number and Nature of ſuch Injunctions, Sr. that 


is- another Conſideration; whether we in our 


Church have burdened our Service with ſuch as can- 
not by ſorhe be conſcientiouſly; complied: with; 
where and towhomſoever his appears to be the Caſe, 
which way the Balance of Obedience is to tend, hath 
been already declared. That there may be ſuch 4 
Thing as an over as well as wzder-rating of Circum- 
ſtantials, of Time, Place, Manner, and other Ex- 
ternals, for ordering public Worſhip, 1 ſuppoſe, 
will on all Hands be granted; the one extreme tend - 
ing to Supenſtition and Idoalatry, the other to Inde. 


corum and Confiſian. Whether any of the ſeveral 


Denominations of Chriſtians are chargeable with 


either of theſe Extremes it is not my Inclination at 
preſent to enquire, nor my Buſineſs to determine in 


this Conference. I would have you, my Diſciple, 
be aſſured, I am not now attempting to qualify you 


for a Drſputant with thoſe: that diſſent from our 


Communion; I mean only to confirm you in the 
Propriety and Reaſonableneſs of your own Confor- 
mity; and to ſhew, that bey who either conſtantly 
or occaſionally reſort to our religious Service, where 
ſome few Rules, contributing as we think to Ediß- 


cation and Order, are appointed to be obſerved, 


muſt needs be guilty of Oſſence to the reſt of the 
Aſſembly, and diſcover either. their groſs Ignorauce 


or perverſe Singulariiy, in their Refuſal to comply 


with the A and Wen of oy! Haus they 
are in; 15 0 ay . 
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Diſc. I am perfectly ſatisfied with, and undet- 
ſtand what you aim at on this Head; and do by no 
Means apprehend it to be your Deſign, to teach me 
to cavil or diſpute; much leſs to cenſure and con- 
demn ſuch as conſcientioufly and ſcrupulouſly differ 
and ſeparate from our eccleſiaſtical Efabliſhment.- 
J am ſenſible, Sir, you have taught me far other- 
wiſe.—I know you are a Friend to Liberly of Con- 
ſcience; and do therefore verily believe you intend 
in this Conference only to inſtruct me and others, 
who at any Time attend the Offices of our Church, 
how we are to eſteem, underſtand; and behave un- 
der our excellent Conſtitution : And though I do not 
recollect that I have ever been groſly or pertinaci- 
oully guilty of Indecency of Carriage in the Houſe 
of God, yet I muſt at the ſame Time frankly own, 
that being young and not ſufficiently inſtructed or 
called upon before now, to note the Meanirg and 
Nature of the ſeveral Parts of the holy Offices per- 
formed there; my Conformity to them, as I believe 
1 have more than once acknowledged, was rather 
owing to Imitation and deſire of doing whatever I 
obſerved others do, than to any Conſciouſheſs of 


the Propriety or Fitneſs of what I ſaid or did. For 
as to what you call the Rybrics 1 had never con- 


ſulted them, and was contented with the Care I 
took to ſtand, and kneel, and make my Reſponſes, 
as I ſaw and heard thoſe about me do.— That 
which, by what I have now learned from you, 
hath hitherto been a merely formal and externally 
decent Worſhip, with reſpect to my Part, I hope, 

| * by 


by the rens ut Gov. * —— your Coun- 
ſel, ſhall hereafter be attended with a more ſenſible 
Diſcernment, as well as truer e of * 
4 re, and Heart. | 
"Min, 1 rejoice more and en ar ng you 
this difpoed; and I am perſuaded, the more you 
think and conſider of the Subject of our preſent 
Converſation, the more you will ſee the Weakneſs 
or Inſufficiency of the Objeions to our Church- 
Service, as bindering Devotion, on account of its 
dull Samen ſi daily repeated; and the more you 
take notice of, the more you will underſtand and 
Admire its judiciouſly contrived and properly ad- 
juſted interchangeable Parts, the more you will 
perceive how admirably it is adapted to the wor- 
ſhipping Gos in the Beauty of Halineſ: A Mind 
previouſly prepared with due Reverenct and Pieiy 


toward the invifible Power and Majeſty of Heaven, 


will command the beſt and readieſt Proof, that 
pretompoſad Forms of Devotion, ſuch as are ſet 
Forth and uſed in the Eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
land, are no way unworthy of the moſt ſenſible, 
godly Chriſtians to join in and partake f. 
But yet, how ſoever ſteadily ee 
be 4 in your own Opinion and Judgment to 
Points we are now treating of, I cannot b 
caution and warn you, if ever you fall into the 
Acquaintance or Company of any Fellow · Chriſti- 
ans of "different Sentiments, and who, out of Con- 
ſcience ſeparate from us, charitably and candidly 
| 4 leave them to Gop, * my can judge of the 
\ j Heart ; 
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Heart; and never allow yourſelf to bppoſe Warts 
ly, or ridicule” pedantically the Way and W 

of Worſhip they prefer... 
Diſc. Indeed, Six, it having been my Lot very 
rarely to meet in Converſation with ſuch as either 
in Opinion ot Practice differ from the Church of 
which I profeſs myſelf a Member, I have hitherto 
had little or no Opportunity to enter upon diſputa- 
ble Points with them; but if Occaſion ſhould ever 
offer, I ſhall endeavour to remember and obſerve 
your kind Caution and Advice: I ſhall chooſe ra- 
ther, by my on Behaviour and Condaf?, to con- 
vince thoſe who occaffonally come among us in our 
religious Aſſemblies, that ours is not a confuſed, 
unedifying, diſorderly, Service, which we offer up to 
Gop.—And'now I am again recurring to the Mat- 
ter of Order and Decency; one thing I would here 
beg leave to obſerve to you on that Head; which 
is, that in our Congregation to - which I belong, 
the Room for proper Deportment and Uniformity 
of Geſture, which the generality ſeem very deſirous 
to bew, is ſo ſcanty and confined, that it is not 
without the greateſt Inconvenience and Uneaſineſs 
they comply with rhe appointed Cuſtom of Knee!- 
ing: infomuch as that we have frequent Inſtances 
of Pei ſons carried ont Sick (even when the Wea: 
ther is very temperate) purely owing to an exceed- . 
ing cloſe Crotd. I have. ſometimes thought and 
hoped that this manifeſtly great lwpediment to the 
undiſturbed Performance of regular Worſhip, 
__ occaſion ſome well-difpoſed Perſons, who 
H 2 honour 
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| honour Gop's Houſe, and think well of our Con- 
fritution, to take into Conſideration. ſome Ways 
and Means for enlarging our Places of Worſhip, 
for the better accommodation of the ſerious and pi- 
ous Frequenters of the Service performed there — 
J have reaſon to believe, however, that the Com- 
Plaint I am now referring to, is not peculiar to the 
Congregation I make a Part of; for by what I 
hear from thoſe of othef- Diſtricts, it is pretty 
general in this Part of the Eſtabliſhed Church of 
England: Inſomuch as that, though moſt of our 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies would fain expreſs the humble 
Senſe they have of themſelves by the Poſture of 
Kneeling, in each Part of the Service where it is re- 
quired, and when the Miniſter calls upon them to 
join him in Prayer and Confeſſion of Sins; yet 
were a Stranger, unacquainted with Inconvenien- 
cies of that ſort, to come into our Churches in the 
Time of Service, and ſee the Heaps of Fellow- 
Chriſtians preſſing upon one another,.panting for 
Breath, - and endeavouuring for Room; he would 
be apt to think and ſay,.-Surely this is no other 
than a Houſe of Confinement for Criminals ! 5 

Min. Verily, young Man, you have mentioned 
and taken notice of a grievouſly notorious Fact, 
which, it muſt be confeſſed, reflects no ſmall Di 
Frace on our Eſtabliſbed Conſtitution.— If proper 
Convenience for People aſſembled on any Occaſion 
whatever be requiſite and deſirable, it ſhould ſure- 
ly ſeem to be moſt ſo in thoſe Places and Edifices 


ae to the _ of devout Worſhip; 
f ; and 
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and which in many Countries, in ours eſpecially, 
is far otherwiſe. If they cannot be ſtately or mag. 
Alſicent, they may be decent and clean, and bommo- 


dioufly contrived for the Reception of every Indivi- 
dual it is intended for the Uſe of; and ſo as that 
the Serenity and Attention of the Minds of the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Congregation may in no wiſe 
ſuffer or be diſturbed by the Offence and Luea- 
ſineſs they are too often liable to in more Reſpects 
than one: In the firſt Place, (as you obſerved) that 
they ſhould not be over-crowgded: and tbrong ed; 
and next, that they be not ſubje& to be ſbreked by 
the /qualid Appearance our Churches are ſometimes 
ſuffered to make. The kneeling in dirty wet Holes, 
ſometimes on the Sculls and Bones of their 
Neighbours and Kindred, inſtead of Baſſes or 
Stooli, it is to be hoped, not many Temples: conſe- 
crated to the Worſhip of the Almighty can be 
charged with the Scandal of. —Diſguſtful as the 
Suppoſition may ſound, it were much to be wiſh» 
ed, that none were literally deſerving the Reproach 
of this ſhameful Indecency. As to want of neceſſa- 
ry and commodious Room; I fear, there are more 
than a few, both here and elſewhere, who have too 
juſt reaſon for this Complaint » For which, I may 
venture to appeal to mazy large Congregations 
throughout the Eſtabliſhed - Church of England: 
How rare is it to have ſufficient Canueniance for 
each and every of the Members to Knee! with Eaje 
and proper Decency, which the devout Worſhippers 
in our Communion would chooſe and be glad to com- 

| = mand. 
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mand. The major Part of | the Pews or Seats; 
whether double or ſingle, in Ten or Country, 
upon Examination and Trial, will be found far 
tos conſined, to admit of univerſal Conformity to 
the Poſture which the different Parts of the Service 
call for.— Hence that /azy Manner of balf-Jitting 
and half-kneeling, ſo common and obſervable in 
ſome Congregations, . renders many of the Church 
of England but too juſtly chargeable with: Incon- 
fiſtency, in commending and approving what it does 
not practice: The Aged and Injirm are here out of 
the Queſtion :- It is moreover. well known, that 
ſome are not able to kneel, without being ſubject to 
faint; for ſack. there evidently needs no Apology for 
non-compliance with general Rules; they being, 
in common Senſe and Reaſon, held excuſable both 
in the Sight of Gop and Man, when they uſe /uch 
Poſture in Time of divine Service as is fracti- 
cable by them. — But the young, and robuſt, and 
healthy of both Sexes, who have experienced their 
Ability to ſtand in the Preſence of an Earthly Supe- 
rior for longer Time than the interchangeable 
Parts of the Church Service require, would do 
well to aſk their own Hearts, whether it be by 
Choice or Neceſſity they at any Time perform or are 
preſent at divine Service, in a Manner or Poſture 
contrary to the Rules preſcribed by the G 
they profeſs themſelves Members f?? | 
Diſc. I have attentively heard all that you have 
ſaid on this Article of external Decency and Deco- 
rum, required in the Frequenters of the public Ser- 
— 1 1 VICE 
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vice in qur Chunches: And, which, I am any. 
conyinced,, were, meant and preſcribed as, expreſſive 
Indications of the devout, Temper. of the Minds of. 
the Performers: But as you haye allowed, that the 
latter, namely, the Devotion of the Heart, is the 
principal and moſt, eſſential. Part of ſrus and accepi- 
able Worſbig, you will, I preſume, deſire that no 
more S reſs be laid on the azber than what is due 
— to Form and aui ard Circumſtances, how con- 
feſſedly fit and requi/ite ſoæver; and which, from 
the Inconvenience ariing from Scantine/s of Room are 
not equallyin every one's Peer, however other wiſe 
willing and able, ſtrictly ta conform to. I am apt 
allo, charitably, to hope, that the, Numbers who- 
wilfully neglect to oblerve. Decency. of. Department, 
where, there are due Means of ſhewing, it, according 
to the Directions inſerted in the Rubrics of gur 
Lixunov, are but few, | I baye now only to aſk, 
whether. you have any thing more to add by way of 
Advice or Inſtruction, how I may beſt he enabled 
to improve in and maintain that devout. Frame and. 
Temper of. Mind, which, I am perfectly aſſured, . is. 
an eſſential Requiſite in a true Worſhipper of Go 
Vin. Les; I have one material Piece of Ad- 
vice {till behind to give you on this Head, which 
is, that as all our Talents, Faculties, and Capacities, 
both of Mind and Body, are derived from the 55 
Aurhon of our Beinga, you will not. fall of ap 
ing conſtantly to, Him, for bis gracious Aid 100 
Aljiſtance 3 without which we cannot think a good 


27 a much leſs * Him a deyout and . 
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able Service, either with or without fated Forms of 
Adoration and Worſhip. This, therefore, be ſure 
to make one Article, among thoſe of your private 
Devotions at Heme, namely, that Gop would in 
c general wean your Afeions from too cloſe an 
% Attachment to earthly and worldly Things, and 
4 raiſe you more and more to /þiritual and hea- 
« deny: and ſtill, more eſpecially and particularly, 
when you firſt enter into the Congregation ſolemnly 
aſſembled for divine Service ; foraſmuch as your 
Thoughts and Attention are then in more danger 
of being diverted and taken off from the ſacred Bu- 
ſmeſs you are about to perform, by the Variety of 
Ohbjefts prefenting themſelves to your View: On 
your firſt Entrance, I fay, be ſure to hft up your 
Heart to Heaven, in fome ſhort ſecret Ejaculation ; 
as for Example, — © This is be Houſe of Gop, 
here he ought to be had in Reverence of all them 
<« that are round about Him, and in his more im- 


e mediate Preſence ! — And moreover, before the 


public Service begins, privately beſeech him, To 
e keep back your wandering Thoughts, and fo to fix 
t them on the great ObjeF of your Adoration, that 
«* the Words of your Mouth and the Meditations of 
« your Heart may be a devout aud acceptable Service 
0 in his Sight.”* 

Diſc. This which you now recommend, though 
I do. not remember you have referred me to any 
Order of our Church for it, I have obſerved con- 
ftantly myſelf, and 1 do believe is univerſally prac- 
N00 by all both Young and * who frequent the 


Service 
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Service of the Church in this Land where we dwell : 
Whether indeed it be always done with proportion- 
able Meaning in every one that uſes it, it is not for 
me to judge or ſay, and can be known only by each 
Perſon's own Heart, and by the Searcher of all 
Hearts: But the outward Act of private Addreſs to 
Gov, at firſt entring into his Houſe, ſo far as 1 
have had Opportunity to _ is ſeldom or never. 
omitted. N 
Min. Lou ſay iy 5 you cannot be * of 
other Peoples Hearts; but you would do well to be 
watchful over your own, and ſee that you not only 
conform to this outwardly decent though anpre- 
ſcribed Cuſtom ; but that your Soul duly accompa- 
nies this preliminary Addreſs, be it either verbal or 
merely mental, when you are ſuppoſed to be aſking 
the divine Aſſiſtance in your Share of the Sacrifice; 
prepared and appointed for you among others, to 
partake of and join' in, whenever you come before 
the Lok o, and bow yourſelf before the high Gov. 
And as you have already declared your Opinion, 
that nothing ſhould be accounted litile or infenifi- 
cant, that may in any wiſe contribute to or aſſiſt a 
ſerious, well-meaning Chriſtian in the due Per- 
formance of the Duty of public Worſhip; and be- 
cavſe ſuch weak unſteady Creatures as we poor 
Mortals are, cannot receive too many Helps, for 
the Purpoſe of maintaining a ſpiritual Intercourſe 
with the ſacred though invi/ible Majeſty of Heaven; 
I would recommend it to you, when you perceive, 
(a perceive you certainly will, if you are previouſly 
impreſſed 
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impreſſed withſ a ſincere deſire to do your 50. 
whenever you-percerve; I ſay) that your Thoughts 
ate upon the Flight, and are apt to ſtray from the 
Matter you are intentionally engaged in; rouſe up, 
and recal your Attention to what you are about; and 
in caſe even the greateſt part of a he Prayer, or 
Act of Praiſe hath eſcaped. your Notice (and la- 
meatably ſure it is, that that is 700 often the Caſe 
with many very pious Chriſtian Worſhippers) re- 
collect che general Scope as well as you can, and, 
which from your being previouſly well acquainted. 
with and often uſed to you can do the more eaſily, 
be ſure to ſay an hearty AN EN For Inſtance; In 
the Form of general Thankſgiving, as you very well 
know: beforghand that the Sum and Subſſance of its 
_ are,m Acknowledgments of all the Bleſings 
ad Mercies conſequent upon our Creation, and Re- 
pion, ſhould. your Attention through. Infirmity, 
chance. at any time to be ack, whilſt the Miniſter 
is reading it, the Thoughts of thoſe very intereſting 
Particulars, can, inſtantly be recovered, and being 
_ cloſed. with a deyout comprehenſive Wiſb, will, I 
ruſt, be ſome ſort of Amends for the Fall) of 
Eſcapes, too incident to Minds connetted with lugs 
giſh Matter, — And, here, by the Way, I cannot 
help, (though, perhaps, I may have ſaid, ſomewhat 
like to it before) remarking in this Place the Tecu- 
liar, Excellence, of our, gaIHed Lirusev, in ts 
being made vp. for the maſt Part, not only of intel 
ligible; Terms, but for its diverſified, conciſe, and 
a ene Portions, whereby the lane 


of thoſe who are to partake of and join in it, is 
thought to be beſt preſerved and kept alive; yet 

as there are Chriſtian People who think differently 
from us with reſpect to this Point alſo, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf, as in the Courſe: of this Conference 1 
have heretofore done, with appealing to your Ap- 
prehenſion, without urging any Argument in favour 
of the one or the other, whether of the two you 
could be moſt likely to attend, or recover your de- 
vout Attention to, whenever it might be apt to fail, 
when you are preſent at the Hearing of a very long, 
continued, and what ſome call free Prayer or fluent 
Addreſs to Gop, of which you are ſuppoſed to have 
no previous Acquaintance, or when the Service is 
divided into different and diſtinct Heads of Devotion, 
in ſome of which you are called upon and expected 
to dest W MILE as Thigh, Oy for yours 


Dif How I nike find or r from miakit 
the Experiment, I am now, indeed, unable to fay 
but according to the Notion and Conception I have 
at preſent of the Matter, upon your propoſing it to 
me, I ſhould think, that a Service divided into ſbort 
Prayers or Collefts,” with now and then ſome ejacu- 
latory Petitions and Adorations, to be uttered aller- 
nately by the Miniſter and the whole Congregation, 
muſt be moſt likely to raiſe and preſerve both At- 
tention and Devotion, in what is called and intended 
to be 7oint-Worſhip. This is my preſent Notion. — 
And noreover, I am here almoſt unavoidably led 
to obſer ve or TO my Opinion, that there is ſome- 
| thing 


— 
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thing (inexpreMibly /olenn and ſublime, in that an- 
cient and juſtly admired Hymn called Te Deum; 


when the Leader orofficiating Miniſter, with an atv- 
fully diſtinct and upl;/te# Voice, ſays, We praiſe 
NT ber; O GOD; we ackhowledge Thee to be the 
© Loks“ and u numerous Company of ſerious 
Chriſtians immediately replying, as it were with 
one Voice, “ All the Earth doth worſhip Thee, 
5 abe Futber Everlaſting! They who can ridi- 
cule, or fer this Manner of Worſhip at nought (if 
any ſuch there be) muſt have better Reaſon or Au- 
tbority for ſo doing, than I can imagine even the 
moſt prejudiced by Cuſtom and Education can be 
furniſhed with. And now mention has been made 
of the alternate or interchangeable as well as joint- 
Parts, to be vocally exerciſed in our Church- Service 
by Miniſter and People; T would willingly receive 
your Opinion and Direction alſo on this Particular: 
For, having obſerved ſuch different Regard, and 
no Regard; on the Peoples Part, I own I have 
ſometimes” been a little doubtful what I had | beſt 
to do or not do; as fearing to appear ſingular to 
ſuch as happened to be placed near me; when I 
heard ſome whiſpering, others with an over Mrill 
Voice ſounding out their Part; whilſt others, again, 
were totally Alem from firſt to laſt. | 

Min. My Sentiments inſtead of Directions may 
ſerve on this Head. Regularity in diſcharging the 
ſcpurate or joint. Parts of our Church Liturgy, was 
doubtleſs the Deſign of the Compilers of our eſta- 
n Forms but Which End, it muſt be ac- 

| knowledged, 


A Catechetital Gern. 109 
knowledged, is defeated by the Confuſion of inde- 
cent Haſte, or over-loydnefs.of Voice, whenever ex- 
erted beyond the reſt of the Speakers; as well as by 
total Forbearance of Utterance';"\ which, as you ob- 
ſerve, is in ſome very culpable This Diſſonauce and 
Incongruity, in many of the profeſſed Members ot 
the eſtabliſhed Way, have, I doubt not, given 
Grounds for our Liturgy's undergoing that re- 
proachful Charge againſt it of Inconſiſtence, which, 
it is much to be wiſhed, the Frequenters of it would 
beſtow more zealous Care in endeavouring to re- 


move, by a due Attention and Regard to the Per- 


formance of the reſpective Parts aſſigned to them in 
it: — Was this more generally heeded than it is, 
[though I am far from thinking this Defect is 
chargeable upon all alite; for I know and can teſ. 
tify the great Juſtice that is done to our Liturgy in 
ſundry Congregations I have attended, yet) I ſay, 
was it univerſally obſerved, I am fully perſuaded 
the real Beauty and diſtinguiſhed Excellence of our 
Church-Service would far more readily be made 
appear, than by all the Volumes of warm Diſputa+ 
tions or high Encomiums that have been publiſhed 
in its Defence. % „eier ert bigar 
Dic. This indeed, SR, I vexily believe. 
Doubtleſs, the Service, ſet forth in dur Common 
Prayer, mult needs ſuffer, greatly, by an undue At- 
tention to, or beedleſs. Inobſervance of the; Jdiftine? 
Parts aſſigned to Miniſter and People But yet this 
] take to be oftener the Mi fortune rather than the 


Fault of the major Part of the Congtegation, as is 


the 


the Caſe of that I belong to, in a-Country-Pariſh; 

where many of them are deſtitute of Books, and 
more of Capacity to read if they had them. And 
though it might be ſaid, moſt of the Reſponſes are 
eaſily committed to Memory, yet it is ſure, that 
ſome who are willing, have not Aſſurance enough 
to venture to ſpeak, what they have never been 
uſed to read: This, I ſay, may probably be the 
Caſe of ſome. But then again, I would beg Leave 
to obſerve farther, that when I have chanced to be 
preſent at the public Service of a Town-Church or 
Chapel, where the greater Part may be ſuppoſed to 
be better furniſhed with Books (in the Engliſb Lan- 
guage, which is there conſtantly uſed, at leaſt in 
that I was at) and to have better Knowledge and 
greater Opportunity for Improvement; I have not 
found that there was more Regard paid to the Di- 
rections of the Rubrics, by the Peoples vocal Re- 
ſponſes, than in our Country Congregations; ex- 
cepting by thoſe; whoſe Voices, for my own Part, 
I ſhould think might as well have been ſpared ; I 
mean the Schoo!-Children, whoſe more than ordinary 
Vehemence of their unmeaning Sounds, ſeemed to 
me rather a Hindrance than a Help to the Devotion 
of the adult Part of the Aſſembly ; who, though 
perhaps injudiciouſly; might be inclined to look upon 
an audible Return from themſelves, to be but a fort 
of childiſh Part to be diſtinguiſbably exa#in. But 
this I ſpeak, as it becomes me, with due Deference 
to the Opinion of better Judges; for it is more than 
paſlble 1 may be miſtaken. But there is a Practice 
262 remarkable 
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remarkable in theſe, (as ſome may term them) 
Polier Audiences, that I muſt on gave me much 
greater Offence, namely, the unſeaſonable Comphij- 
ments (I will not ſay of Adoration, but rather Re- 
ſpett) to each other, wich I thought unſuitable to 
à Place and Buſineſs ſet apart and dedicated to the 
Mor ſbip of Almighty Gop; and this, ſometimes 
even before they had paid their Homige to that 
great Being, to whom it was firſt and principally 
due; nay ſometimes, even in the middle of the Ser- 
vice, if they chanced to caſt their Eyes on each 
other, would theſe Congtes be mutually exchang- 
ed: And which ſort of neighbourly Civilines, I 
ſhould humbly conceive, had better be reſerved th 
the cloſe of the Solemnity they were met upon; 
when ſuch Tokens of Courteſy might not be mi} 
in, but rather well- becoming a Chriſtian Aſſembly, 
after their Religious Engagements were over,” 
Min. Here, young Man, at the ſame Time that 
L in ſome meaſure, am of your Opinion, concern. 
ing the Impropriety and Indecency of perſonul, e 
ternal Addreſſes to each other in Time of dite 
Service; I muſt take Leave to'#2p#ove your Cen- 
ſure, in which, as you already ſeem to be aware, 
you may be under a Miſtate And moreover, I 
muſt here too adviſe you to take Care, that” the 
Advances you make in Knowledge, (and which 1 
am pleaſed to find you have made) does not fender 
you conrtited,, and ineline you to ſet up for 
Teacher and Director, before you have quitted the 
Province of a Learner. Ho came you to be af. 
nnn ſured, 
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ſured; in the firſt Place, the Reſponſes' made by 
School-boys are always without Meaning? Poſſi- 
bly you here judge from. your/elf, and its having 
been your own Cale: If you refer only to the very 
young ones, I am, perhaps, like to agree with 
you; excepting, that even in them their reading 
the Pſalms, may help to familiarize thoſe holy 
Compoſitions to their Minds, and prepare them for 
their riper Notice as they grow up. —But indeed, 
with reſpect to the more direct Addreſſes or devoti- 
onal Parts of the Service, in the Verſicles, Litany, 
and thoſe annexed to each of the Ten Command- 
ments, theſe, I muſt own, may 100 often, on the 
Childrens Part, be not improperly termed unmean- 
ing Vociferations ; and which, I cannot help think- 
ing with you, had better be ſpared; and inſtead 
thereof, if a full and audibly ſolemn Pronunci- 
ation, by the adult Part of the Congregation, was 
more | ſtrictly and univerſally. complied with, it 
would help greatly to render the Adminiſtration of 
the holy Offices of our Church a moſt amiable Ser- 
vice. Here alſo it may not be unſeaſonable to take 
Notice of a wrong Judgment, that ſome People 
ſeem to have formed, which has eſcaped your Ob- 
ſervation, - namely, in the no- neceſſitiy they ima- 
gine there is of a diſtinguiſhable Utterance of 
the Reſponſes, foraſmuch as they look upon it as 
wholly belonging to the Clerk, as his peculiar Pro- 
vince:— Whereas, I conceive, he is intended to 
Lead or Aſſiſt thoſe by his Voice, who may chance 
» as not always readily to hear, 
l when 
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when and where they are to join with the reſt... 


And whatever ſome may erroneouſly think, if they A 


think at All about it, it is moſt certainly fit, that 
eich and every of the intelligent Part of the Con-. 
gregation, ſhould be as expreſſively and audibly 
heard, in what is appointed fot them, as the Mini- 


er is for what Ht is to ſpeak: This is indiſputably 
neither more nor leſs than the 1 very Intent of aur 


church in its ſacred Offices, Value ourſelves a 


much as we pleaſe on the Name and Character of. 
out excellent Conflitution, the Church of England- 


will never command or deſerve any real Credit ot; 
Efteem with any fort of People, not even with its 


own conſiderate and judicious Members, but in pro- 
Portion to its external Forms of public Worſhip: 
being rendered a ſpiritual Worſhip; and that teſti- 


not by any extatic Tranſports, which depend. 
moſtly or frequently on our natural, bodily Confti- 


tutions, but by at leaſt a ſincere 88 after a 


ſenjible, ſedale, and ready Conformity to the Rules 
preſcribed and ſet forth for rendering it what it 
ought, and was deſigned to De, a decent, orderly, 
devout, and uniform Service, in the Sight of Men 
and Angels, and of the dread Majeſty of Heaven 


out this, this hearty Diſpoſition to expreſs the in- 
ward Senſe, by a due Obſervance of the outward 


Rites of Religion, in thoſe who frequent them in 


our Church, all will be little more than a Sado 


or Shew, a Faſhion, a mere Form, and hardly thut. 
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we there profeſs to Believe in and adore. All, with- | 
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8 With regard nom to the Point of Indecency, 
which” you are pleaſed to tell me you have 14 
offended at, by what you have ſeen in the 7 own . 
Congregations, which you ſuppoſe muſt be looked 
upon as better educated and politer than any of 
thoſe in the Ceuntry; I am inclined to think, your 
Obſervarion may have rather (as you acknowled ge 
others have) taken its Riſe from what you: have, 
heard of the Behaviour of thoſe of Mill higher Sta- 
tion in other Countries, than from what] you have 
actually een or had reaſon to complain of in this: 
The Certainty of which Report, if you have heard 
it, Tam ſorry to find myſelf obliged to own, even 
from what 1 have myſelf been an Eye- witneſs to 
abroad, amongſt what are called, People of Rank ; 
ſome of whom, (for I am far from making the 
Charge general) are indeed but too apt to be guilty 
of the Indecenqy you mention; when forgetting the 
ſolemn Place they are in, and the ſtill more ſolemn 
and awful Buſineſs they are met to perform, they of- 
ten pay their Compliments of Reſpe#? to each other, 
and that ſometimes, as you ſay, in the very midſt of 
divine Service, and when they are pronouncing their 
Addreſſes to the dread Sovereign of the World,— 
This high Impropriety, or Indecorum, to call it no 
worſe, without urging the more ſerious Arguments 
that might be produced againſt it, may methinks 
ſufficiently be made to appear, only from this ſingle 
Conſideration, namely, of its being reckoned a ve- 
ry ill. timed Ceremony, not to ſay Afront offered to 
an earthly Prince, to bow to a Fellow - Subject, 
A whilſt 
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whilſt in his royal Sight, in the Preſence Chamber. 
— But as you, my well-diſpoſed Diſciple, apply to 
me for Direction for your own proper Deportment, 
when you wait on the Kino of Kings, in his ſacred . 
Audience Room, in order to prevent your. being 
diſturbed or aggrieved at the unſeemly and i incon- 
ſiſtent Behaviour of other. People, I would "adviſe - 
you to be ſtrictly watchful over your own; and, ſince, 
you are ſo happy as to be able to uſe a Book, that 
you would have your Eyes pretty much fxed on its, 
not only for the Sake of keeping your Mind the 
more ſteadily attentive to your Reſponſes, but alſo of 
avoiding the Temptations. or Occaſions. to think ill, 
of or paſs your Judgment on thoſe who may ſome- 
times chance to be looking about them, and impro- 


perly FORAY in Paying their Notices to each 
other. 

Diſc. I cannot but think myſelf extremely cba 
to you, worthy Sin, for all your kind Inſtructions 
and Advice, in a Matter which I more and more 
think to be of the greateſt Importance to be rightly 
informed of: Nor am I inſenſible of the Zuſtne/. 
as well as Gemileneſs of your Rebuke, for my Im- 
pertinence, in taking upon me to arraign the Con- 
duct of my Fellow-Chriſtians, even of ſuch as 1 
muſt needs acknowledge to be in every reſpect my 
Superiors: And I hope, and pray Go, I may pro- 
fit by all that you have ſaid to me; and that your 


Pains, your Time, and your Patience may not & have 


been beſtowed on me in vain. RI i 


N A 


mn, Ingenvous Youth! You are heartily wel- 
come to what you have received from me. have 
done but my Duty, and in Cafe you have received 
any Benefir from it, fail not to give the Glory and 
Acknowledgment where they are principally due, 
namely, to the great Auibor and Giver of all our 
Talents, both of Mind and Body; to whoſe Ho- 
nour and Service, both by Learner and Teacher, 
they ought all to be directed. This has been a long 
Conference indeed; and poſſibly ſome may be apt 
to think about a Matter that needed not to have 
had ſo much ſaid upon it, being what any one of a 
moderate Underſtanding might be ſuppoſed capable 
of knowing and judging of without a private In- 
ſtructor:— They who think fo, I can only ſay, are 
not the Objects I am at preſent concerned with: 
And I congratulate them on their ſufficient Ser. 
Guidance in the Subject I have been treating of to 
you, my young Diſciple, who appear not to be of 
dat Number, by your perſonally applying to me: 
And for whoſe Uſe and Service theſe plain Direc- 
tions were principally intended. I will now cloſe” 
this Subject, with one general Appeal to your No- 
tion or Apprehenſion, whether any thing upon 
| Earth can afford a nobler or more ſtriking Image 
and Foretaſte of the Happineſs the glorious Saints 
enjoy in the Regions of Light, than ſuch an Em- 
ployment of our Time and Faculties, as is exerciſed 
by a large. Number of ſerious, pious, well informed 
Chriſtians, aſſembled to acknowledge their Depend- 
ence on the great Author and Redeemer. of their * 
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and Bodies; all behaving with that decent Unifor- 
mity and devout Attention of Mind, as become 
Subjects of the . and Loxp of the 
whole Earth? _ 

Diſc. Your Appeal, 8 I R, hath irsdefired Effect. 
And from what I have heard and learnt in this Con- 
_ ference you have obliged me with, I am perfectly 
| ſenſible of the great Pleaſure and Benefit that 
muſt needs ariſe from and accompany a regular and 
devout Attendance on Gop, in the Celebration of 
thoſe Offices ſet forth and appointed for public Set- 
vice in our Church: which though perhaps I fre- 
quented with as much Conſtancy and outward De- 
cency of Deportment, as are to be found or may 
uſually be expected in the Generality of young; 
People; — Yet, now I have had my Underſtand- 
ing enlightened, and my Thoughts and Concep- 
tions raiſed, to perceive the Beauty and Excellence 
of that ſpiritual Worſhip, which is offered up to 
Heaven with a devout Energy and fervent Zeal of 
the inward Man; I am perſuaded I ſhall, by the 
divine Aſſiſtance, added to my own beſt Endeavours, 
experience the happy Fruit of having been thus per- 
ſonally inſtructed in the beſt Manner of ſerving Gov, 
whenever I draw nigh to Him in his holy Place. 
Min. With theſe enlivened Thoughts, and holy 
Fervours impreſſed upon your Mind, I pray Gop 
give you Grace to perſevere in fulfilling the pious 
Purpoſes and Diſpoſitions you appear to be endued 
with, fo as that you may be more and more fitted 
to fing Praiſes in the heavenly Manſions, which 
CHRIST 


